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  Almost fifteen years ago, on a 
early winter morning, I buried a wonderful little 
boy named Drew. Drew was only six when he 
departed this life early on a Tuesday morning, at 
a time no one could have anticipated, and in a 
tragic fashion which no one, it seems, could have 
prevented. An automobile accident which later 
was attributed to the lack of a traffic light took him 
away in an instant. There was no time then for 
declarations of love, no chance to say goodbye. 
So that is what we did on that bright cold morning 
so many years ago; we gathered together to bid 
Drew farewell, to celebrate our love for him dur-
ing his brief life here, and to commit him to God's 
never failing love for eternal life. 
 
 Saying goodbye to such a child is inex-
pressibly difficult, because Drew was all that one 
might hope a child would be - bright and beauti-
ful, an avid learner who was hungry for new ex-
periences; a son so eager to help out that his fa-
ther called Drew his "little shadow"; a boy with a 
smile like a beacon, and a personality to match. 
He brought much joy to those who knew him 
here. Now he is brightening the days of those in 
the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 Why the kingdom of heaven could not 
have waited a little longer for Drew, I do not 
know. There are so many puzzling possibilities: 
surely this was not the intentional will of God? 
Was this the permissive will of God, allowing 
what Godôs intentional will could never purpose? 
Was this the work of the devil, attempting to de-
stroy hope and faith?  How does such a terrible 
loss come about in a world ruled by a God of love 
and power? 
 
 I do not know, because the Bible doesn't 
tell me so - not directly or specifically. I've heard 
a lot of answers to such questions, some better 
(or less awful) than others, but none of them very 
satisfactory in the face of overwhelming grief.  
 
Since questioning tragedy is such a profitless 
endeavor, I try to concentrate on what I know to 
be true and reliable - the promises of God. 

 
 "It is not the will of my Father in heaven 
that one of these little ones should be lost," Jesus 
says (Matthew 18:14). And the way I reckon it, 
what God wills to accomplish, God does accom-
plish. Though I agonized along with his family 
and friends over his loss, it would never occur to 
me to worry about Drew, for "it is to such as the-
se," Jesus promises, "that the kingdom of heaven 
belongs." (Matthew 19:14) I figure that just as 
Jesus took little children in his arms and blessed 
them on earth, just so the risen Christ is blessing 
Drew even now in heaven. 
 
 I don't claim to understand exactly how all 
these wonderful promises of eternal life happen, 
but I do know that the God sent His only begotten 
Son at Christmas, and who raised His own Son 
from the dead,  is more than able to make them 
happen - not only for "innocent" little children like 
Drew, but also for "old-hat" sinners like me and 
you. And that's what God desires of us as our 
part of this marvelous "deal":  our part is to be-
lieve (beyond all the evidence to the contrary) 
that God's promises extend even to us. "Christ 
died for us while we were yet sinners," St. Paul 
insists, "that proves God's love for us." (Romans 
5:8) Almost too good to be true; certainly too 
amazing to understand. But that's the wonderful 
thing about God's promises - they hold true 
whether our understanding of them is perfect or 
not. Our "part of the deal" with regard to God's 
promises is not to reduce them to what we can 
understand; it is to trust them for what they are, 
which is infinitely more than we can ask or imag-
ine. 
 
 
 
 

(continued on page 2) 

Tell It Today: or, Why the Good News Wonôt Wait 
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Tell It Today: or,  
Why the Good News Wonôt Wait  

(continued) 
  
God's promises are, indeed, astounding, but 
one thing they do not include, and that is to-
morrow.  When we and our families are in 
good health, tomorrow might reasonably be 
our hope and expectation; but tomorrow is not 
our inalienable right, nor is it guaranteed by 
God - a truth we cannot afford to forget.  
"Before Drew was ours," we reminded our-
selves at his grave, "he is Yours." And sooner 
or later, at a time we cannot know or fix, God 
will "reclaim" all those we regard as our own.  
 
 So if there is something you need to 
do for your children - whether it is demonstrat-
ing to them their special place in your family, 
or their special place in the family of God - do 
it today. If there is anything you need to say to 
your children - whether it is making plain your 
powerful love for them, or the much more pow-
erful love of God - say it today.   Tomorrow 
belongs to God. 
 
Sit down today (or tonight!) with the Bible and 
read your children or grandchildren the story 
of the Good News of Christmas.  You can find 
it in Matthew 1:18-25 and in Luke 2:1-10; both 
versions are well worth reading and remem-
bering.  If you have no children or grandchil-
dren, read it to yourself!  And if you know a 
Child of God whoôs reached adulthood and 
needs to hear this Good News (or hear it 
again!), then get a Christmas Bag from Cen-
tenary and hang it over their doorknob.  The 
Good News of Christmas is too good to wait.  
Share it with someone today. 
 
In Jesusô love, 
Pastor Susan 

You have made a difference 

 

This past spring, Morganôs Tavern & 

Grillôs owners, Adam & Candice Simmons ap-

proached our Missionôs Committee to explore a 

way to help feed the people of New Bern during 

Thanksgiving.  In May, Turkey Tuesdays was 

born.  From May to November, Morganôs Tav-

ern & Grill donated 5% of their Tuesday sales to 

go towards the purchase of turkeys for RCS, 

Interfaith Refugee and United Methodist Home 

for Children, all here in New Bern. 

 

Originally, the hope was to provide the 

turkeys only.  On the Friday prior to Thanksgiv-

ing, a miracle happened.  A truck came to RCS 

to bring enough food to feed 1,200 people a full 

meal at RCS for Thanksgiving.  On the following 

Monday, a truck arrived at Centenary to deliver 

the food for a full Thanksgiving meal for all the 

children at the United Methodist Home for Chil-

dren, and 56 turkeys to go to Interfaith Refugee 

families here in New Bern.   

 

Your generosity and support on Tues-

days at Morganôs has helped make this reality 

possible.  Thank you.  You have been Jesusô 

hands and feet in helping feed the people of 

New Bern. 

 

Bryan Huffman 
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Helpers This Month 

 December 6 December 13 December 20 December 27 

Acolyte Luke Ferreira 
Zachary Warren 

Madison Gilgo 
Grace Ann  
Marlowe 

Savannah  
Murphy 
Ashleigh  
Schreiber 

Frank Fortescue 

Altar Guild Kathy Mitchell, Melissa Trask, Maryanne Brinson, Julie Brinson,  
Denise Brown 

Greeters 
8:30 

Peggy Cannon George & Muriel 
Hemingway 

P.D. & Pam Scott 

Larry & Treacy 
Cumbo 
Joe & Mary  
Hudson 

Paul & Sherrill 
Wehrly 

Linda Meadows 

Greeters 
8:50 

Ryan & Katherine 
Muse 

Don & Linda  
Mattocks 

Nathan, Tricia, 
Taylor & Jordan 
Daughtry 

Mark, Ginny,& 
Durant Mangum 

Greeters 
11:00 

Deb Barrett 
Brig, Mary 
Kathryn, Gray, 
Harper & Kayla 

Harris 

Ted & Phyllis 
Burton 

Tom McClay 

Deb Barrett 
Jan & Flo Beijer 
Bob & Sandy 
Armstrong 

Hal & Dollie 
Humphrey 
Bea Honnet 
Michelle  
McConnell 

Ushers 
8:30 

Dave Duane 
Dan Jenkins 

Larry Cumbo 
Dave Duane 
Bill Stanton 

Clint Duke 
Bob Fish 
John Myers 

Phil Minton 
P.D. Scott 
Bill Stanton 

Ushers 
8:50 

Carolyn Truluck 
Paul Tingle 

Phil Swain 
Dick Peebles 

Carolyn Truluck 
Sandy Moser 

Phil Swain 
Sandy Moser 

Ushers 
11:00 

Ed Guirkins Sunday School Class 

Lay Readers 
8:30 

P.D. Scott Bryan Genez Judy Cline Olwen Jarvis 

Lay Readers 
8:50 

Don Loudin Ginny Mangum Aaron Mummert Denise Brown 

Lay Readers 
11:00 

Tommy Ragland Stan Richmond Bill McClay Eloise Collins 

Audio-Visual 
8:50 

Aaron Mummert Charles Rabun Phil Swain Aaron Mummert 
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Prime Timers Day Trips for 2010 
 
    Prime Timers are a group of 55 and older folks that enjoy Christian fellow- 
    ship and socializing together.  You donôt need to be a member of Centen- 
    ary to attend a function.  Bring your friends and neighbors who are  
    welcome.  When you make your trip reservation, please submit your check 
    at the same time.  Sorry, but no reservations can be accepted without  
    payment.  Space is always limited, so decide early which trips you will be  
    joining.  No refunds can be given on day trips; substitutions that you get  
    are okay.  However, overnight trips requiring a deposit; do have a cancella-
tion date with a refund given.  There are no profits being made on the trips; so refunds on pre-purchased 
tickets would be a financial drain to the church.  Watch the weekly church bulletins, the Messenger and 
the weekly e-mails from Pastor Susan for more information on the upcoming trips.  We have new volun-
teer trip leaders who are planning exciting trips next year.  Give them a little encouragement or a pat on 
the back for all their planning.  We hope you can join us in this Christian camaraderie.  P.S.  We still 
need more church bus drivers who have a CDL, class C driverôs license.  Our current drivers will help 
you get your license.  Call Marcia Richmond at 633-5570 or MarciaR1749@suddenlink.net. 
 
Jan. 28: NC artist exhibit at Arts Center in Kinston, Lunch at the Picnic Basket.  
Trip Leader, Mac McClellan at 637-2761 or johnmacjo@embarqmail.com 
 
March 13: Dinner & evening performance at Turnage Theatre in Washington.  The Taffetas, a musical 
journey through the 50s.  Trip Leader, Liz Dorsey at 638-6429 or dorsey0672@aol.com 
 
Week of April 26: 2 overnights/3 day trip on commercial bus to Winston-Salem and High Point.  Tour 
Old Salem, Reynolda House, Bethesda, Mrs. Hines Cookie Factory, High Point Museum.   
Trip Leader, Rev. Libbie Taylor at 637-4181 or libbietaylor@centenarychurch.com. 
 
May: Wilmington, NC Azalea Festival &/or Boat Cruise on the Cape Fear River.  Trip Leaders, Liz 
Dorsey at 638-6429 or dorsey0672@aol.com and Joan Novak. 
 
June: Tour of Cherry Point MCAS and lunch.  Trip Leaders, Nancy & Larry Gilliam at 635-1622 or ngil-
liam@suddenlink.net 
 
To be decided: Guided Bus Tour of PCS Phosphate Plant and museum visit in Aurora.   
Trip Leader, Marcia Richmond at 633-5570 or MarciaR1749@suddenlink.net 
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Dear Friends: 
  
Hello, and good day to you!  This Advent and Christmas season is bursting with musical worship oppor-
tunities!  Please read the items below for descriptions of all of these opportunities. 
  
Sincerely yours, 
Monica Harper 
Director of Music Ministries/Organist 
  
Thursday, Dec. 3, 2009, 12:00 PM 
Monica Harper will present a 30-minute recital of seasonal Christmas organ music at First Baptist 
Church on Thursday, December 3 at Noon.  The recital will include a special organ and trumpet du-
et featuring Dan Jones. 
  
Sunday, Dec. 6, 2009, 3:30 PM 
Marty Barstow, a senior organ major at East Carolina University and student of Monica Harper, will pre-
sent an organ concert at Centenary UMC on Sunday, December 6 at 3:30 PM.  The concert is free and 
open to the public.  His selections are lively and exciting, including lots of fancy footwork! 
  
Sunday, Dec. 13, 2009, 11:00 AM 
The Centenary UMC Children's Choir will present A Christmas Carol, a musical about giving, on Sun-
day, December 13th at 11:00 AM.  A reception will follow in the Old Basement.  You are encouraged to 
support the young singers in our church by attending their production!  They will also sing excerpts of 
their musical on Dec. 6 at the 8:30 and 8:50 services. 
  
Sunday, Dec. 20, 2009, 11:00 AM 
The Centenary UMC Sanctuary Choir will present Gloria by Antonio Vivaldi on Sunday, December 20th 
at 11:00 AM.  This fine choral work will feature our own Rev. Susan Pate Greenwood and Joe Olivieri, 
as well as other soloists and instrumentalists.  The choir will sing excerpts of the work on Dec. 13 at the 
8:30 service. 
  
Looking Ahead 
Sunday, March 7, 2010, 3:30 PM 
The Concert Organ Duo Team of Joshua Brodbeck and Monica Harper will present a duo organ concert 
at Centenary UMC on Sunday, March 7, 2010 at 3:30 PM.  Mr. Brodbeck is a young, nationally-
recognized American concert organist studying with Todd Wilson from the Cleveland Institute of Mu-
sic.  The concert will feature crowd-pleasing, popular musical selections as well as classical ones.  Mark 
your calendars now! 
  
Weekly Music Opportunities: 
Tuesdays:  
6:30 - Handbells 
  
Wednesdays:   
5:00 - Children's Choir 
6:00 - Chapel Choir 
7:00 - Sanctuary Choir 
  
Thursdays: 
7:00 - Praise Team 
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Stained Glass Windows 
In memory of   Given by 
William F. Ward      John McClellan & Joan Sait 
 
Memorials 
In memory of   Given by 
Margie Holton   Jeri Lauer 
Margie Holton   M. H. Askew, Jr. 
Margie Holton   James L. Turner 
Margie Holton   Jim Turner, Jr. 
Margie Holton           Carol Turner Force 
Margie Holton            R.A. & Sheila Breitweiser 
Laurence Horner 
     Stevens & Elizabeth Pinkerton 
Margie Holton   Betty Ipock 
Margie Holton   Alyene Pollock 
 
Iraq Troop Support 
In honor of   Given by 
Hal & Dollie Humphrey 
            Sara Porter Rejoice Circle 
 
 
Music Fund 
In memory of   Given by 
Margie Holton   Barbara Bauer 
 
Margieôs Anthem Fund 

In memory of   Given by 
Margie Holton             Richard & Lu Hoff 
 
F.U.E.L. 
In honor of   Given by 
Rev. Don Hill             Bob & Jerri Moore 
Dr. Susan Turner    Jimmy & Eloise Collins 
 

In memory of   Given by 
Dudley Wall   Michelle Wall 
Brenda Wilfong            Bob & Jerri Moore 
 

Boiler Fund 
In memory of   Given by 
Margie Holton      James & Mary Creech 
Margie Holton  Floyd & Marilyn Johnson 
Gladys Albritton        Billy & Fran Albritton 
        Dennis & Becky West 
Brenda Wilfong     Jack & Jean Trabucco 
 
Thru-the-Week School Fund 
In honor of   Given by 
Thru-the-Week School Staff 
       William & Linda Taylor 

Gifts and Memorials 

STAFF LOVE OFFERING 
Dear Centenary friends, 
 

At Christmas the congregation has the opportunity to give a love offering to our church staff, a total 
of eleven (11) people. All monies are dispensed fairly. 
 

You may mail your offering or leave it at the church office. You may also place it in the offering 
plate during the regular worship services. Make your check payable to the church and designate it 
for the ñStaff Love Offeringò. If possible, return your gift no later than December 16th. 
 

Thank you for your generous gift to this Staff Love Offering. We ask Godôs blessing on each of 
you especially during this holiday season. Merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 
 

In His service, 
 

Mike Morton    Tom McClay 
Chairman, Church Council  Chairman, Staff Parish Relations Committee 
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Tuesday, December 1 
  9:30a  Jesus in the Gospels study 
  3:00p  Middle School Relevant 
  5:00p  Resolve It 
  5:30p  Girl Scout Troop 911 
  6:00p  Disciple II 
  6:30p  Carillon Choir 
  7:00p  Sara Porter Circle 
 

Wednesday, December 2 
  6:30a  Menôs Prayer Breakfast 
10:30a  Bible study/Prayer Group 
12:00p  Wednesday Worship 
  2:00p  Way of Grace study 
  5:00p  Childrenôs Choir 
  5:00p  B.L.A.S.T. Bible study 
  5:30p  B.L.A.S.T. 
  6:00p  Chapel Choir 
  7:00p  Sanctuary Choir 
  7:00p  Troop 13 
 

Thursday, December 3 
  5:00p  Resolve It 
  7:00p  Praise Team 
 

Friday, December 4 
  9:30a  New Dawn Circle 
  3:00p  Daisy Scout Troop 696 
  4:15p  Brownie Troop 1508 
 

Saturday, December 5 
  7:00a  Menôs Emmaus Reunion 
  8:00a  Girl Scout Event 
 

Sunday, December 6 
  8:30a  Worship in Chapel 
  8:50a  Xperience in Sanctuary 
10:00a  Sunday School 
11:00a  Worship in Sanctuary 
  3:00p  Organ Recital 
  4:00p  Youth Band 
  4:30p  Middle School AMPLIFY 
  5:30p  AMPLIFY dinner 
  6:00p  High School AMPLIFY 
 

Monday, December 7 
  9:30a  A Womanôs Heart study 
  6:00p  United Methodist Menôs 
                 Christmas Dinner 
  6:00p  Bible study 
  7:30p  Messiah rehearsal 
 

Tuesday, December 8 
  9:00a  Jesus in the Gospels study 
10:00a  Susan Miller Circle 
  6:00p  Disciple II 
  6:30p  Carillon Choir 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, December 9 
  6:30a  Menôs Prayer Breakfast 
10:30a  Bible study/Prayer Group 
12:00p  Wednesday Worship 
  2:00p  Way of Grace study 
  4:00p  Preschool Advisory Board 
  4:30p  Finance Committee 
  4:35p  Childrenôs Choir 
  5:00p  B.L.A.S.T. Bible study 
  5:30p  B.L.A.S.T. 
  6:00p  Chapel Choir 
  7:00p  Sanctuary Choir 
  7:00p  Troop 13 
 

Thursday, December 10 
  5:00p  Resolve it 
  6:00p  Praise Team 
  7:30p  Messiah rehearsal 
 

Friday, December 11 
  4:15p  Brownie Troop 1508 
  5:00p  Girl Scout Troop 812 
  7:30p  Messiah rehearsal 
 

Saturday, December 12 
  7:00a  Menôs Emmaus Reunion 
10:00a  Girl Scout Troop 1699 
10:00a  Messiah rehearsal 
  1:00p  Messiah rehearsal 
 

Sunday, December 13 
  8:30a Worship in Chapel 
  8:50a Xperience in Sanctuary 
10:00a Sunday School 
11:00a Worship in Sanctuary 
12:00p Reception for Childrenôs Choir 
  4:00p Youth Band 
  4:30p Middle School AMPLIFY 
  5:30p AMPLIFY dinner 
  5:30p Jr. Happenings 
  6:00p High School AMPLIFY 
 

Monday, December 14 
  9:30a A Womanôs Heart study 
10:00a Memorials Committee 
10:30a Centenary Circle 
  3:00p Messiah Open Rehearsal 
  6:00p Bible study 
  6:15p Girl Scouts 
  7:30p Messiah performance 
 

Tuesday, December 15 
  9:30a  Jesus in the Gospels study 
  3:00p  Middle School Relevant 
  5:00p  Resolve It 
  6:00p  Disciple II 
 

Wednesday, December 16 
  6:30a Menôs Prayer Breakfast 
10:30a Bible study/Prayer group 
12:00a Wednesday Worship 
  6:00p Chapel Choir 
  7:00p Sanctuary Choir 
  7:00p Troop 13 

Thursday, December 17 
11:30a  PrimeTimers Lunch 
  5:00p  Resolve It 
  7:00p  Praise Team 
 

Friday, December 18 
  3:30p  Daisy Scout Troop 696 
 

Saturday, December 19 
  7:00a  Menôs Emmaus Reunion 
  9:00a  New Bern Camera Club 
10:00a  Girl Scout Troop 1699 
 

Sunday, December 20 
  8:30a  Worship in Chapel 
  8:50a  Xperience in Sanctuary 
10:00a  Sunday School 
11:00a  Worship in Sanctuary 
 

Monday, December 21 
  9:30a  A Womanôs Heart study 
10:30a  UMW Executive Committee 
  5:00p  UMYF Lock In 
  6:00p  Family Life Skate Party 
  6:00p  Bible study 
 

Tuesday, December 22 
  9:30a  Jesus in the Gospels study 
  7:30p  Living Nativity 
 

Wednesday, December 23 
  6:30a  Menôs Prayer Breakfast 
10:30a  Bible Study/Prayer Group 
12:00p  Wednesday Worship 
  7:30p  Living Nativity 
 

Thursday, December 24 
  6:00p  Christmas Eve Worship 
  7:30p  Open Table Communion 
  7:30p  Living Nativity 
11:00p  Christmas Eve Worship 
 

Friday, December 25 
Church office closed 
 

Saturday, December 26 
 

Sunday, December 27 
  8:30a  Worship in Chapel 
  8:50a  Xperience in Sanctuary 
10:00a  Sunday School 
11:00a  Worship in Sanctuary 
 

Monday, December 28 
 

Tuesday, December 29 
 

Wednesday, December 30 
  6:30a  Menôs Prayer Breakfast 
10:30a  Bible study/Prayer group 
12:00p  Wednesday worship 
 

December 31, 2009 
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Help Continue to Support Our Troops 
 

 Our North Carolina National Guard 30th Brigade (4000 + men and women) as you know are 
serving in Iraq. We have sent them a total of 27 Care Packages. The church will, with the continued 
support of the congregation, continue to ship packages, letters and cards. 
 
How can you help? Purchase pencils, crayons, coloring books, small stuffed animals (beanie babies) to 
hand out to the children in their area. 
 
Or buy beef jerky, candy (that will not melt), current magazines, Sudoku, cross word puzzles, nuts, 
snacks (anything that wonôt melt), homemade cookies OR ñNOTES FROM SOMEONE BACK HOMEò, 
a simple thank you or thinking of you card. Do not address cards. We have a list of those who do not 
receive mail and we will address them. Place the cards in the box for Troop Support by the elevator or 
give to Marshall in the office. 
 
If you do not want to buy the items listed above, make a contribution to the church and mark it Troop 
Support. A $5.00 contribution or what you wish to give will be helpful. Our members have been very 
supportive of this program. Thank you and God bless you. 
 
For further information contact Hal Humphrey at 638-4432. 

White Christmas 
 

Itôs the time of year again to start thinking about White Christmas, the giving to families in need. 
Centenary UMC has been providing a White Christmas to families in need for more than 30 years. 
Our goal is to provide families with food to get them through the Christmas holidays. White Christ-
mas boxes will be placed in the halls of the Education building and the church entrances beginning 
the last week in November. Please look over the list of needed items and add to your grocery list. If 
you have any questions, please call Diane Buchner at 514-2350. 
 

The following is a list of needed groceries. 

Apple juice 
Apple sauce 
Raisins 
Canned mixed fruit 
Jelled cranberry sauce 
Canned pineapple 
Canned peaches 
Green beans 
Sweet peas 
Corn 
Pork & beans 
Sweet potatoes 
Canned tomatoes 
Canned butter beans 
 
Spaghetti sauce with meat 

Cake mix 
Chocolate icing 
Jiffy blueberry muffin mix 
Brownie mix 
Macaroni & cheese 
Spaghetti-Os 
Pepperidge Farm dressing 
Tuna fish 
Manwich sloppy joe mix 
Hard candy 
Tomato sauce 
Rice 
Grits 
 
Flour 
Oatmeal 

Sugar 
Saltine crackers 
Goldfish crackers 
Vanilla wafers 
Rice Krispie treats 
Canned chicken noodle soup 
Peanut butter 
Grape jelly 
Jello 
Spaghetti noodles 
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Centenary United Methodist Menôs 
Christmas  Dinner Meeting 

Monday, December 7     6:00 PM 
Fellowship Hall 

 

A catered pork tenderloin meal by Strange Ca-
tering will be served at 6:00 p.m. Music by the 
Menôs Chorus and devotions by Don Hodges. 
Spouses or friends of UMM are invited. Wid-
ows of former UMM are invited at no charge. 
Price:  $25.00 per couple & $12.50 per single. 
 
Call the church office, 637-4181, or fill out the 
sign up sheet included in the Sunday bulletin. 
Childcare available. 

Sunday Scriptures  
for December 

 
December 6 
Malachi 3:1-4 
Luke 1:68-79 

Philippians 1:3-11 
Luke 3:1-6 

 
December 13 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Isaiah 12:2-6 
Philippians 4:4-7 
Luke 3:7-18 

 
December 20 
Micah 5:2-5a 
Luke 1:47-55 
Hebrews 10:5-10 
Luke 1:39-45 

 
December 27 

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
Psalm 148 

Colossians 3:12-17 
Luke 2:41-52 

 
 

Centenary Boiler Fund 
 

After fifty one years of faithful service, the boiler 
in our education building has decided to call 
it quits.  It is essential that we replace the boiler 
with a comparable unit.  We are expediting this 
replacement because of the approaching cold 
weather.  The estimated cost of this project is 
approximately $25,000.  We need your help to 
recover this unexpected expenditure.  A  BOIL-
ER FUND has been established to help defray 
this cost.  The congregation has responded 
generously in making special contributions to 
recover the cost of needed repairs and en-
hancements to the stained glass windows, and 
we are asking for your support for this current 
critical need.  Please mark any contributions 
"boiler fund" and your designation will be hon-
ored.  Any questions for information or clarifica-
tion should be directed to Harold Forshey, Chair 
of Trustees, or Susan Pate Greenwood, Sr. 
Pastor.  Thank you!  

Sara Kee Sunday School Class  

Christmas Luncheon  

Friday, December 18  

12:00 p.m. at  

Cooks & Connoisseurs  

1907 South Glenburnie Rd.  
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B.L.A.S.T. 
Believers Learning And Sharing Together 
Wednesdays at 5:30 in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Childrenôs Choirð5:00 PM-5:45 PM 
Mealð5:30 PM-6:15 PM     New prices for 2009 
Adult Program-6:25 PM-7:00 PM    Adults-$4.00 per person 
        Children 10 & under-free 
12-9 Menu:    pizza   
 Program:   Baby Jesus Party 
 

12-16 No B.L.A.S.T. 
 

12-23 NO B.L.A.S.T.   
   

You may make reservations with the reservation envelopes in the pews on Sunday mornings, by calling the church office at 637-
4181 or at the church web-site, centenarychurch.com. Remember-reservations are made on a weekly basis onlyðno advance 
reservations can be made. 

If you enjoyed the Chicken Chili that the Aldersgate Sunday School class served at B.L.A.S.T. in October, 
Jean Stoll has graciously agreed to share it with us. 
 

Chicken Chili 
1/2 pound dried Navy Beans (or equivalent canned Great Northern Beans) 
1 large onion 
1 stick unsalted butter 
1/4 cup flour 
3/4 cup chicken broth 
2 cups Half & Half 
1 teaspoon Tabasco sauce or to taste 
1 1/2 teaspoons chili powder 
1 teaspoon ground cumin 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1/2 teaspoon white pepper 
Garlic to taste 
8 ounces mild green chilies, drained and chopped 
5 chicken breast halves, no skin, no bone, cut in 1/2 in. pieces 
1 1/2 cups Monterey jack cheese, grated 
1/2 cup sour cream 
Salsa 
Grated Monterey jack 
 
Soak beans in cold water (covered by 2 inches) overnight. Drain and return to kettle with cold water to 
cover by 2 inches. Simmer until tender, drain. (Or just use 3 or 4 cans of Great Northern beans.) Cook 
chicken in skillet or microwave just until white, then cut into 1/2 in. pieces. Cook onion in skillet with 2 ta-
blespoons of butter until softened. This is where you can add your garlic to taste. In a 6 to 8 quart heavy 
kettle, melt remaining 6 tablespoons of butter, whisk in flour and cook roux while whisking constantly for 3 
minutes. Stir in onion and gradually add broth and half and half, whisking constantly. Bring to boil and 
simmer, stirring occasionally for 5 minutes or until thickened. Stir in Tabasco, chili powder, cumin, salt & 
pepper. Add beans, chiliôs, chicken & Monterey Jack. Cover and cook over low hear for at least 20 
minutes. Stir in sour cream about 20 minutes before serving. Serve with salsa and extra Monterey Jack 
for garnish. 
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 Childrenõs Ministry 

 

   Sunday School 
 
ñThe Messiah is Bornò is the 
theme of December Sunday 

School for our children.  Children will again hear 
the stories of The Angels Message, Mary Visiting 
Elizabeth, Journey to Bethlehem, The Birth and 
the Shepherds visit. 
 Childrenôs Christmas Parties for Sunday 
School will be in their classrooms on December 
20. 

 qqqqqqqqq 

 
Childrenõs Church News   

December  
 Our Kindergarten and First Graders who 

are participating in Children Church  during the 

11:00 Service are learning about what it means to 

worship.  Throughout the year they will be learning 

about parts of the worship service and practicing 

worship. The month of December  the children will 

be learning about the Seasons of the Church year 

beginning with the first season of Advent.    Lead-

ing Childrenõs Church this year are Barb Krcmar, 

Michelle Duncan, Ann Johnston, and Lorraine Greer 

and Mary Carpenter, Sub.   

 
qqqqqqqqq 

 

Up Coming Events  

 
December 2    Family Hanging of the Greens    
   (BLAST) 
December 9    Birthday Party for Jesus (New  
    Dawn Circle) 

December 13  Childrenôs Choir Musical 
December 21  Rollerskating   (Family Committee) 

December 22, 23, 24  Living Nativity 
December 24  Family Christmas Eve Service 

Junior Happeningsé 
 For our 4th and 5th Graders 
 

 We invite our 4th and 5th graders and 
their families to join us for a trip to Mikeôs 
Farm and their Festival of Lights  on Sunday, 
December 13.  We will depart the church at 5:00. 
Please call Libbie if you plan to go. 

qqqqqqqqq 

 

Ideas for Celebrating the Holidays  
With Children  

 
1. Keep the focus on the real meaning of the sea-

sonñChristõs Birth 
2. Buy Christ -centered Christmas Cards to send to 

family and friends. Have a family time for writing 
and addressing cards or make cards. 

3. Bake gifts as a family for neighbors and friends. 
4. Create a memory book of Christmas traditions 
and pictures of Christmasõ past. 

5. Enjoy making a craft together to display in your 
home. 

6. Play Christmas Music and watch  
        Christmas DVDs.. 
7..  Have a òcamp outó one night beside the Christmas 
 tree. 
8.  Display a Nativity Scene in your home.  Add a  
 character each day. 
 

qqqqqqqqq 
Rememberé 

Birthday Party for Jesus 

 
Wednesday,  
December 9 

 

 



1 - December 

¶ Middle School Relevant 
@ 3:00 pm 

 
3 - December 
¶ High School Relevant @ 
7:00 am @ Bojangles 

 
6 - December 
¶ Middle School Buzz @ 
10:00 am 

¶ High School Buzz @    
10:00 am 

¶ Middle School 
      AMPLIFY @ 4:30 pm  
¶ AMPLIFY Dinner @ 
5:30 pm  

¶ High School AMPLIFY 
@ 6:15 pm 

 
8 - December 

¶ Middle School Relevant 
@ 3:00 pm 

 
10 - December 
¶ High School Relevant @ 
7:00 am @ Bojangles 

 
11 - December 
¶ Meet @ Church at 3:00 
to help unload and dis-
tribute Poinsettias 

 
13 - December 
¶ Middle School Buzz @ 
10:00 am 

¶ High School Buzz @    
10:00 am 

¶ Middle School 
      AMPLIFY @ 4:30 pm  
¶ AMPLIFY Dinner @ 
5:30 pm  

¶ High School AMPLIFY 
@ 6:15 pm 

 
¶  

15 - December 

¶ Middle School 
Relevant  

         @ 3:00 pm 
 
17 - December 
¶ High School Rele-
vant @ 7:00 am @ 
Bojangles 

 
20 - December 
¶ Middle School Buzz 
@ 10:00 am 

¶ High School Buzz 
@    10:00 am 

¶ NO AMPLIFY 
 
21 - December 
¶ Lock In and White  
  Elephant Christmas 
Party 
 
25 - December 
¶ Merry Christmas!!! 
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Christmas Greetings from CENTyouth  
Student Ministries! 

 
Can you believe it is almost Christmas?  I 
know I canôt.  December is a really busy 
month as we rapidly approach the birth of Je-
sus.  First of all on Sunday December 13th we 
will be helping set up for the Messiah as a 
fundraiser for the mission trip.  It is an easy 
way to raise money for the mission trip, and 
we will start    moving things at 12:00 follow-
ing the 11:00 service.  Also, on December 
11th, a Friday, the poinsettias will be deliv-
ered and we will help unload and distribute 
them.  If you have sold any poinsettias it is 
MANDATORY that you are here.  We will 
meet at the church at 3:00.   In addition to the-
se events we will also be having a youth lock 
in on December 21st.  We will be having a 
Christmas party with a White Elephant Gift 
Giving and having our second annual video 
scavenger hunt.    
Everyone is invited to attend, and you are    
allowed to bring friends.  I hope that everyone 
has a blessed Christmas and an amazing New 
Year!   
 
In Christ, 

Joel 


