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Messenge r  

Centenary  Un i ted  Method is t  Church  

 No wonder Methodists named the supplement to the hymnal, 
The Faith We Sing.  We always have been a people who sing 
what we believe, since our earliest beginnings with those dynamic 
hymnwriting Wesleys.  As I've pondered  "the state of the 
church,"  I've realized that Centenary's current state is almost 
perfectly described in the magnificent hymn, The Church's One 
Foundation," stanzas 1 and 3. 
  

The Church's one foundation is Jesus Christ her 
Lord; she is His new creation by water and the 
Word. 
From heaven he came and sought her, to be His 
holy Bride; with his own blood he bought her, and 
for her life, he died. 
Though with a scornful wonder, we see her sore op-
pressed, by schisms rent asunder, by heresies dis-
tressed; 
Yet saints their watch are keeping, their cry goes up, 
"How long?'" And soon the night of weeping shall be 

the morn of song.  

  

I'm also reminded of the opening words of Charles Dickens' mas-
terwork, A Tale of Two Cities:  "It was the best of times; it was the 
worst of times." 

  

But most of all, I am reminded of the wonderful words of Joseph 
in the 50th chapter of Genesis:  "but God meant it for good, 
that many lives might be saved." 

  

There are so many signs of growth and hope at Centenary:  the 
large numbers of folks involved in our church-wide Bible study, 
The Story;  the power of hundreds of people reading the same 
devotional on the same day; the growing numbers of Centenari-
ans involved in mission work (some of it around the corner, and 
some of it around the world); the hopefulness of beginning a 
search for a part-time Director of Children's Ministries; I could go 
on and on with good news about Centenary.  
  

And yet, in a lot of ways, this has been a year of trials, with at-
tacks coming at Centenary, at our lay leadership, and at myself, 
in what has seemed like wave after wave of threatening events 
and negative letter writing campaigns:  We see her sore op-
pressed; by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed.  Al-
most all of those divisive schisms seem to come from the same 
basic heresy, which one of my favorite  YouTube clips calls "Me 
Church."   And yet, the church can never be the church of you or 
me; the Church belongs to Jesus Christ the Righteous, who shed 
his blood to birth the Church.  Yesterday afternoon, as I was pour-
ing out my frustration to our DS, he made an unwelcome 
but helpful comment.  "Of course, " he said, "for me, as a leader, 
the question always has to be, 'Where have I not made it clear 
enough?'" 
  

Around 3:30 in the morning, the answer came to me.  It's right 
there in the 3rd stanza of The Church's One Foundation, which 

came into my head and wouldn't go away:  the crystal clear con-
nection between the prayers of the saints and God's deliverance 
of His people:  Yet saints their watch are keeping, their cry goes 
up, "How long?"  And SOON the night of weeping shall be the 
morn of song.  I've been singing that song all my life - and loving it 
all my life - but somehow, I haven't paid close enough attention to 
those words.  God's deliverance of His people - the very life of His 
people - is directly connected to the prayers of the saints.  God 
is more than able to do it all on His own, but because God loves 
us and wants to live with us, God gives us a way to participate in 
His story.  And any participation we can offer depends on the 
power of God, and so, it all depends on prayer.   Which, to be 
truthful, I don't think I've made clear enough. 

  

Don't get me wrong.  I'm truly thankful for the ministries of prayer 
we currently exercise:  we have a great big, very active prayer 
chain, now electronically connected, and a prayer shawl ministry 
any church or pastor oughta be grateful for.  I know I am, and I 
think we are, very grateful for all that those ministries mean.  But 
as for expressing a clear expectation that every Centenarian be 
praying daily for the ministry and mission of the congregation; 
praying that God will open our eyes to what God is already doing, 
in us and around us, and praying that God will give us courage to 
join Him in what He is doing...not so much.  It's right there in our 
membership vows:  we promise our prayers before we promise 
anything else, even our presence:  and that, plainly, is a message 
I haven't delivered clearly enough. 

  

"But", as Joseph would say, no matter how trying the experiences 
of this year have been,  "...but God meant it for good."   The kind 
words, the supportive calls, emails, and notes you've sent in the 
last couple of days have told me that you are getting the same 
message, too:  our primary responsibility as Christians is 
to keep our relationship with the Savior strong, and that 
means growing a life of prayer together.  If all that has happened 
this year has done nothing more than drive us to our knees, then 
that alone will make it all worthwhile. 

  

So, let me be a bit clearer:   Praying for God's work in and 
through Centenary is the privilege and responsibility of every 
member of this Body, and it is God's clear expectation of every 
one of us.   I believe that God will be calling some of us to devote 
ourselves to forming a united prayer ministry here. If you hear 
God whispering in your ear - or beating you over the head! - with 
an invitation to become a part of "Call To Prayer" at Centenary, 
please let me - or Pastor Bryan - know that; put it in writ-
ing, whether on a piece of paper or in an email, and then, soon 
and very soon, we will call you together for a time of listening for 
God's voice and embracing God's Call to Prayer for Centenary. 
  

In Christ's love, 
pastor susan 

Centenary Charge Conference     Nov. 22nd, 2011       Sr. Pastor's Report  
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Centenary Charge Conference   November 22, 2011    Associate Pastorôs Report 
 

In Daniel 3, before Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were thrown into the fiery furnace and walked with Jesus, they 

were addressed King Nebuchadnezzar.  King Nebuchadnezzar gave them another chance to bow before the golden idol he had 

built.  This is how Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego responded to the King Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 3:17-18.  ñIf it be so, 

our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king.  

But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image 

that you have set up. 

In this past year, I have been honored to serve with Rev. Susan Pate Greenwood and our staff.  It has been a very diffi-

cult year in the life of the congregation and their leadership has helped me to grow in Christian walk.  These lessons I have 

learned will help me be a better pastor in the present and future. 

I have been privileged to work on several committees at Centenary UMC.  One of the committees that I am proud of is 

the Family Life Committee.  The Family Life Committee is branching out in the coming year to minister to people outside our 

congregation.  It has been traditional for the Family Life Committee to seek offer opportunities for people in the congregation 

to grow closer together.  In the coming year, the Family Life Committee will seek to minister to people in and outside the con-

gregation.  The Family Life Committee is excited to partner with the Craven County Department of Social Services in a Church 

Adoption Program beginning in 2012. This program matches the Family Life Committee with a local child in foster care for the 

year.  This outward mission will help the Family Life Committee and church to expand its witness for Jesus Christ to the local 

community. 

The Missions Committee has an exciting opportunity in 2012.  Dr. Jim Polo has shared with the congregation about 

his trip with ZOE Ministry to Rwanda earlier this year.  There are some exciting possibilities that the Missions Committee and 

Centenary UMC can embrace with ZOE Ministry in the near future.   

The Menôs Bible Study on Sunday evenings has been a joy to me.  In this past year, I have facilitated the discussions 

during Bible Study, but I believe that I have learned more this year from the men in the group that have and will help me be a 

better pastor.  The sharing by the men has helped me at critical points during the year to refocus me on Jesus Christ our Lord 

and I appreciate that very much. 

Recently, I have grown to learn that there is a big difference between being whole and healthy.  It is most important to 

be whole in Jesus Christ.  If Centenary UMC is to be whole, it is important to be guided by Rev. Susan Pate Greenwood and 

most importantly, Jesus Christ our Risen Lord.  I believe that Centenary has a bright present and future ahead. 

In Christ, 

Rev. Bryan S. Huffman 
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Helpers This Month  

 December 4  December 11  December 18  December 25  

Acolyte  Grace Ann  
Marlowe 

Emma Leary 

Meghan Johnson 
Abby McClay 

Madison Gilgo 
Zachary Johnson 

Zachary Warren 
Sarah Fentress 

Altar Guild  Maryanne Brinson, Melissa Trask, Denise Brown, Julie Brinson 

Greeters  
8:30 

Diane Best 
Joy Wiley 

George & Muriel 
Hemingway 

Jim & Janet  
Wilson 

Phil & Mary Ann 
Minton 

Greeters  
11:00 

Harold & Ann 
Forshey 

Deb Barrett 
Michele  

McConnell 

Ted & Phyllis 
Burton 

Tom McClay 

Sandy Armstrong 
Rachel Todd 
Bea Honnet 

Hal & Dollie 
Humphrey 

Betsy Johnson 

Ushers  
8:30 

Larry Cumbo 
Dave Duane 

John Harding 
Bill Stanton 

Larry Cumbo 
Bob Fish 

Dave Duane 
Bill Stanton 

Ushers  
8:50 

Phil Swain 
Paul Tingle 

Sandy & Larry 
Moser 

Dick Peebles 
Paul Tingle 

Phil Swain 
Paul Tingle 

Ushers  
11:00 

Ed Guirkins Sunday School Class 

Lay Readers  
8:30 

P.D. Scott Benny Thompson Ginny Johnson Olwen Jarvis 

Lay Readers  
8:50 

Don Loudin Ginny Mangum Durant Mangum Denise Brown 

Lay Readers  
11:00 

Waid Keene Stan Richmond Eloise Collins Andy Acasio 

Audio -Visual  
8:50 

Aaron  
Mummert 

Aaron 
Mummert 

Aaron  
Mummert 

Aaron  
Mummert 

Audio -Visual  
11:00 

Stan 
Richmond 

Stan  
Richmond 

Stan 
Richmond 

Stan 
Richmond 
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Why Join United Methodist Women?  
 
You become part of a national membership 
organization that offers: 
* A community of women 
* Spiritual growth 
* A creative and supportive community 
* Education and transformation through 

programs. 
 
You join a million other women in helping to 
support many worthy programs and pro-
jects related to women, children, and youth. 
 

United Methodist Women Circles  
at Centenary  

 
Balko -Gaskill Circle  
 On-line circle 
 

Centenary Circle  
 Meets 2nd Monday of each month 
 at 10:30 AM in the Parlor 
 

Sara Porter -Rejoice Circle  
 Meets 1st Tuesday of each month 
 at 7:00 PM at homes of members. 
 

Susan Miller Circle  
 Meets 2nd Tuesday of each month 
 at 10:00 AM  
 in the Chadwick classroom. 
 
Contact information for any of these Circles 

may be obtained from the church office  
at 637-4181. 

 
You do not have to be a member of  

Centenary UMC to join a Circle  
at Centenary. 

 
 

Join United Methodist Women today!  

Womenôs Mission Opportunity 
 
Welcome to a prayerful invitation to join other women on 
a Retreat in the Spirituality of Mother Teresa. We will be 
travelling to Haiti, February 26-March 3rd to serve the 
poorest of the poor and share Godôs love in several 
schools, orphanages and hospitals. If you would like a 
trip brochure, please contact Lydia Warren at 671-6115 
or attend the informational session on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 6th at 7:00 PM in the Ed Guirkins classroom. 

Christmas Love Offering  
 
At Christmas the congregation has the opportunity to 
give a love offering to our church staff, a total of ten (10) 
people. You may mail your offering or leave it at the 
church office. You may also place it in the offering plate 
during the regular worship services. Make your check 
payable to the church and designate it for the óChristmas 
Love Offeringô. Return your gift no later than Monday, 
December 19.  Gifting information will be in each weekly 
bulletin. 
 
Thank you for your generous gift to this Christmas Love 
Offering. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
In His service, 
Linwood Johnson, Chair-Church Council 
Si Seymour, Chair-Staff Parish Relations Committee 
 

Special Offering  
December 11  
 
A special offering of canned 
goods and nonperishables 
will be collected at all three 
worship services on Decem-
ber 11.  These gifts will be 
taken to RCS as their need 
is greatest at this time of 
year. 
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Thru -the-Week School  
In memory of   Given by 
Helen Ruth Scott        Jerry & Mary Carpenter 
Margaret Stancil            Jerry & Mary Carpenter 
Helen Ruth Scott Peter & Mary Louise Leavitt 
Margaret Stancil Peter & Mary Louise Leavitt 
Todd Krueger  Peter & Mary Louise Leavitt 
Grandma Greg        Andres & Leigh Villegas 
Aunt Fran & Scott       Andres & Leigh Villegas 
 

Memorial Fund  
In memory of   Given by 
Margaret Stancil  Peggy Cannon 
Margaret Stancil  Raymond G. Wolff 
Olan Parr           Larry & Linda Lovvorn 
Helen Ruth Scott  Maryanne Brinson 
Margaret Stancil  Lucille Long 
Harry Moser   Dixie Howard 
Ray Moser   Dixie Howard 
Helen Ruth Scott        George & Mary Bullock 
Margaret Stancil        George & Mary Bullock 
Ray Moser         George & Mary Bullock 
 
Music Ministry  
In memory of   Given by 
Margaret Stancil  Bill & Ann Scott 
Margaret Stancil             Tom & June McClay 
David Dardzinski             Tom & June McClay 
 
Youth Ministry  
In memory of   Given by 
Margaret Stancil  Betty Gwyn Ipock 
 
Bereavement Fund  
In memory of   Given by 
Margaret Stancil  Sara Kee Class 

Gifts and Memorials  

 

December B.L.A.S.T Schedule  
 

Wednesdays  
Meal served at 5:30 PM  

Fellowship Hall  
 

Adults ð$5.00      10 & underðfree 
Menus  

December 7ðchili, salad, cornbread, dessert  
     prepared by CentYouth 

December 14 -pizza, chips, birthday cake. This  
                          will be the Happy Birthday Jesus  
                           party. 

December 21 -No B.L.A.S.T.  

December 28 -No B.L.A.S.T.  

 

Sign up on the bulletin inserts. 

The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem  
 

Iôd like to invite each of you to a very special Ad-
vent Bible study on Sunday December 18, 2011 
from 1 to 3p at our church.   The Journey:  Walking 
the road to Bethlehem by Adam Hamilton, Sr. Pas-
tor at The United Methodist Church of the Resur-
rection in Leawood, Kansas, wrote this wonderful 
study and I hope you will all take advantage of it 
during this Christmas time. 
 

The study is broken into 5 parts reviewing each of 
the following: Mary of Nazareth, Joseph of Bethle-
hem, Maryôs visit to Elizabeth, From Nazareth to 
Bethlehem and The Manger.  Each part will have a 
short CD including views from the Holy Land fol-
lowed by discussion.   We will go through all 5 
parts in this session. 
 

Books may be purchased online and downloaded 
on your Nook or Kindle.  If you donôt have an 
ereader, you may download the program on your 
computer/laptops/tablets for access, otherwise you 
may purchase the book from Barnes and Noble, 
Books a Million or through Amazon.  I encourage 
you to purchase the book (or ebook) and read it 
before the 18th. It is a quick easy read. 
 

If you have ever wanted to give yourself a gift for 
Christmas, this study is the gift you want to include 
on the list and itôs available to you in just a few 
weeks.  We will walk away from the study having 
experienced a small portion of  óThe Journeyô Mary 
and Joseph did on their first Christmas. 
 

There is also a devotion book available via book or 
ebook form that is a wonderful daily devotion to 
use during this advent season, The Journey:  a 
season of reflections.   I highly recommend using it 
to start your day or end your evening during Ad-
vent. 
 

Christmas is only a few weeks away lets share this 
season together in the study on the 18th.  I look 
forward to seeing you there. 
 

In Godôs name we serve, 
MaryBeth Neill,  
New Bern District Lay Speaker Coordinator 
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COMMITTEE/POSITION NAME  TEL  

Administrative Church Council Linwood Johnson 637-2696 

Church Treasurer Kay Ragland 636-3062 

Finance Bill Fentress 637-7729 

Endowments Randy Lovette 637-3947 

Stewardship Marcia Richmond/Betsy Johnson 633-5570/637-8157 

Staff Parish Relations Mike Morton 633-1439 

Trustees Brad Ferreira 672-9008 

Missions Patti Peebles 571-2421 

Worship Dan Jenkins 637-6898 

Evangelism Julie Brinson 637-4151 

Committee on Lay Leadership/Nominations Bill McClay 633-3877 

Childrenôs Council TBD  

Youth Ministry Adult Leadership Team Joel Grimm 474-0682 

Family Life Council Jean Horrell/Becky McClay 633-0729/633-3877 

President, United Methodist Men Tom McClay 637-4798 

President, United Methodist Women Pam Scott 634-3141 

Education Judy Morton 633-1439 

Memorial Gifts Mary Bullock 637-5833 

Thru-The-Week School Advisory Board Joyce Morris 637-6896 

Archives and History TBD  

Stephen Ministry Representative Judy Tymes 633-0997 

Office Volunteer Coordinator Raynelle Perkins 672-3908 

Primetimers Marcia Richmond/Harold Forshey 633-5570/633-6137 

Building Committee Task Force Bobby Bell 636-1083 

Capital Funds Task Force Si Seymour 637-9378 

Greeter Teams Martha Leoni/Marge Marshall 633-4560/637-7193 

Usher Teams, 8:30 David Duane 636-5638 

Usher Teams, 8:50 Paul Tingle 636-5992 

Usher Teams, 11:00 Tom Ragland 636-3062 

2012 CUMC LAY LEADERSHIP 

Got a question about a committee?   Want to thank these good and faithful servants?  How about letting them know you 
appreciate their volunteer service to our church.  From Psalm 31: 14-16:  But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, ñYour are my 
God.ò  My times are in your hands; deliver me from my enemies and from those who pursue me.  Let your face shine on 
your servant; save me in your unfailing love. 
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Troop Support  
We are currently supporting several soldiers and Marines who are serving in 
remote areas of Afghanistan.  We also support several soldiers serving in Iraq 
and Kuwait.  They do not have access to basic comfort items. Our church is 
sending Care Packages to all these Troops and also to one Navy Officer serv-
ing at sea. All the packages are approximately 14 pounds and the items are 
shared with many others. Our members have been most generous in support-
ing our Troops. We need your continued support to show these brave men and 
women that we care about them and want to make them as comfortable as we 
can. The postage to ship a Care Package is $12.95. Donations for postage and 
to buy items for the Care Packages will be appreciated. Checks may be made 
out to the church and marked Troop Support. Thank you for your support. 

Centenary Members, you are the greatest. The response to our program to provide cookies and 
Christmas cards to our troops was a huge success. We received more than 90 dozen cookies and a 
tremendous amount of cards. We also received a good amount of funds to mail the packages and    
to buy candy and other items. Thank you so much for your continued support. Our ladies did a great 
job with the cookies as well as the messages they wrote in the Christmas cards. Thank everyone for 
helping to bring a little Christmas Cheer to our men and women who serve for us. May God bless 
each of you. Have a Merry Christmas. 
 
We now have several Cherry Point Marines serving in Afghanistan. Three Navy Chaplains and their 
Assistants minister to the Marines and Sailors. Our church is supporting them along with an Army 
Infantry Brigade and their Chaplain. With your continued help we will continue to support them. 
Thousands of Army Troops continue to serve in Iraq and Kuwait. Most of them are to be out of Iraq 
by the end of the year. All military postal service was discontinued as of November 17. We pray that 
all our men and women will leave safely and soon be home with their families. We salute them for 
their tremendous accomplishments. God bless those who gave their lives and those who received 
wounds, many will suffer from the wounds for some time. 

PrimeTimers Luncheon  
 

Thursday, December 15         11:30 AM  
Fellowship Hall  

 

Musical Program  
presented by  

Eloise Collins and Susan Pate Greenwood  
 

Lunch catered by  
Glenburnie Deli  

 
Menu will be announced later.  

 
$6.00 per person  

 
Sign up on bulletin reservation inserts or  

call the church office (637 -4181) 
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Not a month goes by without another church volunteer leading a fun  
Primetimer trip.  In October the group went to tour Duke Chapel and Duke 
Gardens.  The chapel is a magnificent manmade structure built to honor and 
glorify God.  A stroll around the gardens was another reminder of Godôs 
creations on a bright, beautiful sunny day.  Thank you Jim & Mary Florence 
for an awe-inspiring day. 
 
January 6 th, Friday.  Just 8 seats remain on the church bus!  Come along 
with us as we tour the Rembrandt exhibit at the NC Museum of Art in Ra-
leigh.  With 47 paintings on exhibit, you will certainly enjoy this day of cul-
ture while walking through the museum.  $21/person cost of trip includes 

exhibit admission and bus.  We have a guided tour by a museum docent.  We will break for a Dutch treat 
lunch.  Bus departs the church parking lot promptly at 8 am and returns approximately 6 pm.  Send your 
check made out to CUMC, memo line art museum, to trip leader Marcia Richmond, 910 Crooked Creek 
Dr, New Bern, NC  28560.  Your check is your reservation.  No refunds for cancellations, but substitu-
tions you get are okay.  For questions, e-mail Marcia at MarciaR17492suddednlink.net  Anyone 55 and 
older who has completed a medical release form is welcome to join us.  Bring a friend or neighbor to in-
troduce them to our Christian fellowship. 
 
February:  Date to be determined.  Dee Smith will take us to the Spice Bouquet Factory in Kinston.  
Youôre in for a marvelous lunch and cooking demonstration.  Food is plentiful and filling.  Ladies you 
wonôt need to cook an evening meal; men, you want to come along just so you get a meal for the day!  
Not your ordinary fast food burger, trust me. 
 
March:  Jim and Mary Florence are planning a trip to the Airborne Museum in downtown Fayetteville.  I 
suspect this will be a favorite of the men; although all are invited.  Look for the details soon. 
 
April 29th:  Organ Concert and Evensong at Christ Episcopal Church, 5:30 pm.  Trip Leader Liz Dorsey 
will have details soon. 

May the splendor of this season  

remind you of Him  

who is worthy of all our praise! 

Katherine Muse 

Bill Weisser 

Craig Hachet 

Marshall Faulkenberry 

Kathy Mitchell 
Joel Grimm 

Patrick Riddick  

Simon Spalding 

Bryan Huffman  Susan Pate Greenwood
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Dear Centenary friends, 

Many of you received an unusual anonymous letter on or around November 19th. 

This letter, dated Nov. 28th but mailed on Nov. 18th, was copied onto an altered piece of church 
letterhead, and signed "Your Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Centenary."  The address labels 
were cut out of the church directory and taped onto the envelope.   Some who received the let-
ter were not present in worship on Sunday, November 20th, when I addressed this matter fol-
lowing worship services, and also at the Aldersgate Community gathering during the Sunday 
School hour.  Those who did not hear my address on that day should be advised of the follow-
ing:  This letter did not come from the offices of Centenary UMC, nor did it come from any au-
thorized users of authentic church letterhead. 

The letter contains much false information, and some shreds of correct information which were 
taken out of context and misinterpreted.  Church members who received this letter and subse-
quently called either myself or Linwood Johnson, Church Council Chair, were deeply angered 
that the name of Centenary Church had been abused in this fashion, that church letterhead had 
been falsified, and that the senders did not identify themselves.  Some members have stated 
that the misuse of the Church's name and the falsification of Centenary letterhead in this fash-
ion amount to mail fraud and should be investigated and prosecuted as such. 

Although I can understand the anger church members have expressed toward the senders of 
this letter, I must encourage all Centenarians to remember that there is a response more power-
ful than anger; that response is prayer.  We must all be in prayer, daily prayer, for the mission 
and ministry of Centenary Church.  May God guide us, guard us, direct us, and deliver us as we 
move forward into the future God holds in store for us. 

May God make Centenary Church a powerful witness for Christ in the might of His Spirit,  

Susan Pate Greenwood Sr. Pastor, Centenary UMC 

 
 

Nothing Much  
 
In 1925, the New York World celebrated Abraham Lin-
colnôs birthday with a now-classic cartoon. Two Ken-
tucky farmers are talking over a picket fence. One 
asks, ñAnything new happen lately?ò The other re-
sponds, ñA new baby was born over at Tom Lincolnôs 
place, but nothing much ever happens around here.ò 
 
Iôm sure folks said the same thing in Bethlehem (on 
Christmas Eve). ñAnything new happen around here? 
Naw, just a baby born down in the stable. Nothing 
much ever happens around here.ò 
    -James A. Harnish 
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Building Use  
 
Reminder:  If your group is using the building, it 
must be approved by the Trustees. You may 
pick up a Facility Use Request Form in the 
church office or call us and we can e-mail one 
to you. 
 
For best results, please provide a drawing of 
how you would like the room set up when you 
turn in your request form. 

     In 2007 the United States economy went into a 
recession that has been a long, deep pit from 
which we are slowly clawing our way up and out.  
The economic downturn has affected all of us per-
sonally as well as the church funds used for main-
tenance, remodeling and repairs.  The budget for 
general maintenance of Centenary and the parson-
age comes from several endowments (earning in-
terest) that have very restrictive state laws govern-
ing how much money can be taken from these trust 
funds.  .  Also keep in mind that interest earned in 
the past five years has been much less.  So, put 
another way, money may be sitting in our account, 
but we are not at liberty to spend all of it, regard-
less of the extent of our needs. 
     Balancing the ever increasing maintenance and 
repair needs of a beautiful, old  historic church, 
education wing and parsonage with the available 
money is the responsibility of our Trustees.  The 
worry about how to prioritize repair and/or replace-
ment of failing air conditioners, leaky windows and 
roofs is just some of what this committee does.  At 
times, they may feel like the little boy sticking his 
finger in the dike to hold back the water which just 
keeps coming! 

     What follows is a recap of major repairs and 
projects that the Trustees have done over the past 
five years for slightly over $200,000.   Some of 
these projects are invisible to us, but all are very 
necessary for safe and efficient operation of our 
property. 
 

     Articles of Incorporation and By Laws; Stained 
Glass Repair of large window in the Chapel; Fire 
Alarm System; Surveillance System (16 cameras) 
inside and outside; Repair and replace Weather 
Stripping of exterior doors; Insulation placed under 
both Pastorôs offices (none existed since construc-
tion); Major Roof Repairs - slate and copper flash-
ing replacement; Parsonage Roof Replacement; 
Window glass Replacement in the Parsonage;  
Painting at Parsonage; Air compressor for Church 
Balcony unit; 10 Ton Air Handler; New Boiler for 
Education Building; New Anti Skid Floor Covering 
for Old Basement - making it brighter and more 
safe; Ceiling Insulation in church; Allworx Phone 
System for church offices; Parking Lot - pothole 
repairs and striping for lot next to Federal Court-
house; Plaster repairs in Church which are to begin 
in mid November (includes painting of repaired ar-
eas, and removal and repair of a door in balcony; 
Hurricane Irene damage repairs (slate and flash-
ing) to portions of roof at front of Church and mold 
remediation. 
     In the works is a major upgrade to electric lighting 
needed to reduce electric consumption.  Bids are 
being taken now. 
     A big thank you to the current and past Trustees 
who have juggled tight budgets with sometimes 
overwhelming major repairs to our glorious, but 
aging facilities that will continue to need lots of up-
keep and TLC. 

Maintenance & Repairs, the Past 5 Years  

What to Give?  
 

To your enemy, forgiveness. 
To an opponent, tolerance. 

To a friend, your heart. 
To a customer, service. 

To all men, charity. 
To every child, a good example. 

To yourself, respect. 
                      -Oren Arnold 
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¶ The utility bill for the church & edu-
cation wing averaged $4,220/
month from Jan. through Sept. 
2011. 

 
¶ With high heating 

months just around 
the corner, please 
turn off those lights 
when not in use!! 

Welcome to our Centenary Newborns  
 

Proud father is YôTon 
RôCam and the mother is 
Oi HôNay.  Their new 
baby boyôs name is 
YôTom Donald Nay.  (He 

was named after  Donald Pollock who 
has befriended the Montagnards for 
many years.)   
 
The family has been in the USA about 
18 months. 

Please welcome Ben and Rachel 
Ragan and son Liam who joined Cen-
tenary in November.  They can be 
reached at (cell) 678 283-2211.   
 
Moving from Geor-
gia for Benôs job at 
Moen, the Ragans 
have been in New 
Bern since Febru-
ary.    
 
They attend the 
8:50 church ser-
vice and are ex-
pecting their second child in May. 

How Can I Use my Masterôs Talents? 
Missions, Part 2  

 
Last month was a recap of the missions committee, while 
this article focuses on how we as individuals can get in-
volved in upcoming mission projects in the short term.  If 
you heard District Superintendent Dennis Goodwinôs ser-
mon on the Parable of the Talents on 11/13, then you 
know EACH and EVERY ONE of us has a talent.  To 
paraphrase an analogy he used, every instrument in the 
orchestra is needed.  No one instrument is the orchestra.  
So whether itôs a large brass instrument such as a tuba or 
a very small piccolo, each has a critical role.  Check the 
list below to see where your talents (piccolo or tuba) can 
be used for the upcoming winter months.   
 
 
December White Christmas :   Open your hearts and 
wallets and make the season a bountiful one of giving.  
Salvation Army provides a list of CUMC with pre-
screened needy families for a ñChristmas adoptionò in 
which we give food, toys and clothes .  Thank you to 
Diane Buchner (514-2350) for spearheading the drive.  
Please talk with Diane if you want to help prepare the 
foods for the family pick-up time. 
 
Pick up a few extra items in your grocery cart or write out 
a check.  Needs are many and unemployment is high, so 
please share your blessings.  A list of requested food 
items  can be found in the bulletin.  The following groups 
all sponsor families:  CentYouth, Chadwick, Helen Mor-
ton, Ed Guirkins, Aldersgate and the Sara Kee Sunday 
Schools. 
 
 
February Super Bowl Sunday Subs :  CentYouth contin-
ues their tradition of raising funds for their mission trips by 
making and selling sandwich subs for pick-up on Sunday, 
Feb. 5th.  Your choice of good ingredients, going for a 
good cause!  Prices and more details coming in January. 
 
 
February Empty Bowls:   A fund-raiser for RCS and the 
Joint Council of Arts, this fun and yummy event includes 
purchasing a hand-crafted pottery bowl filled with home-
made soup.  You are asked to prepare soup prior to the 
event and/or to help serve at the event.  Last year the 
event was held at Temple Baptist.  Date and time in Feb-
ruary T.B.D.  Call Collette Maple at 671-2333 to create a 
favorite soup or serve. 


