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As the New Year approaches, many of us are setting New Year's resolutions.  A popular Chris-
tian publication suggested recently that it can be instructive to review our New Year's resolutions 
over the course of several years.  Let me recommend this to you; it was certainly educational for 
me. 

As I re-read my New Year's resolutions over many years, I note that, in many cases, the same 
basic themes repeat themselves over and over.  Exercising more and losing weight have cer-
tainly reappeared many times!  So have the resolutions to read the Bible for more significant peri-
ods of time every day, and to spend more time in prayer. 

As I completed my "historical survey" I realized that I've now formed the habit or reading the 
Scriptures at least twice daily, and I very seldom miss time spent in morning or evening prayer. 

Thank you, God!  These are practices I definitely want to continue.  Yet the Bible tells us that 
God desires to do "greater things than this."  Maybe it's time I formed some bigger resolutions for 
the New Year. 

So, after some prayerful consideration - after all, it matters less what we want to resolve than 
what God wants to do through us! - I've formed the following 2012 resolutions. 

(1)  Read the four Gospels in a continuous "loop."   If God desires to form in me the mind that 
was in Christ Jesus, what could be better than reading, over and over again, the story of what 
God has done in Jesus?  No need to slack off morning and evening devotionals; this can become 
a part of them.  Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, here I come! 

(2)  Spend time morning and evening in prayer focusing on God's ministry through Centenary. 

Some things can't be taken for granted:  God's guidance is one of them.  I'm praying you'll join 
me in this one!  Imagine what God can do through our congregation if each and every Centenar-
ian spends time every single day praying for God's work through CUMC. 

(3)  For years, I've been memorizing a verse or two or three of Scripture every day.  And that's 
been a good thing!  Now, I hear God's voice calling me to memorize longer passage of Scripture. 

I think I'll start with the Beatitudes and move on to one of the lectionary passages for every Sun-
day.  That ought to help reshape my heart, mind and spirit in the image of Christ. 

As you listen for the voice of God to guide you in forming your resolutions for the 2012, please 
share them with at least one other "soul friend" so that you can pray for each other as the year 
moves along.  And don't forget to read your daily devotion from "Grace for the Moment"! 

God bless you in 2012...and God bless Centenary Church! 

pastor susan 

God is Doing a New Thing  
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In November, we looked at how we are made in the image of God.  John Wesley recognized three images 

of God in humanity.  Before the Fall of Man in the Garden of Eden in Genesis 3, these images were flawless.  

These images were the natural, political, and moral images of God in humanity. 

The consequences of the Fall is that humanity is born with Original Sin.  After the Fall, the present state of 

humanity was determined by Original Sin.  Humanity was in a state of total corruption.  Adamôs sin was imputed to 

the whole human race.  The consequences were that human bodies became mortal, souls died, all were born with a 

sinful devilish nature, and deserving of eternal punishment as stated in John Wesleyôs sermon entitled ñOriginal 

Sin.ò 

Now we know that our image is marred by our sin (from last monthôs article), what are the effects of Origi-

nal Sin? John Wesley acknowledged two effects caused by Original Sin.  The two effects are a sinful nature and a 

general depravity. 

Sin is any voluntary or involuntary transgression of a law of God by a morally responsible agent.  This in-

cludes Personal Acts of Sin, but does not include infirmities. 

Since humanity is in a state with a sinful nature, humanity has the capacity to choose between right and 

wrong.  This personal freedom of the will allowed humanity to choose wrongly.  This freedom of the will was a 

freedom to commit personal acts of sin.  Thus, Original Sin gave way to a sinful nature in humanity that resulted in 

the freedom to commit personal sin. 

The word ñgeneral depravityò is not used that much in todayôs society.  General Depravity are infirmities.  

John Wesley acknowledged four types of infirmities.  These four types of infirmities are physical, intellectual, emo-

tional, and social.  The physical infirmities are that all have fallen because of Adam and thus all die.  The intellec-

tual infirmities are that human reason and logic are not perfect.  The emotional infirmities are the cycles in human 

life and chemical imbalances in the human body.  The social infirmities are that interpersonal skills are influenced 

by an individualôs environment. 

What is interesting is that not everyone recognizes that humanity is born with Original Sin.  Growing up in 

the church, I assumed that everyone thought the way I did.  As I grew, I understood that not everyone sees the 

world as I do.  This became apparent with Original Sin during a class in seminary on the Theology of St. Augustine. 

On a group project focused on societyôs view of Original Sin, I interviewed people outside of the Joseph-Beth 

Bookstore in Lexington, KY.  Unfortunately, the majority of the people I interviewed did not believe in Original 

Sin and many of those did not believe in sin at all.  This blew me away.  I could understand people not fully under-

standing Original Sin, but not to believe that people sinned at all was so foreign to me. 

In Kenneth Collins book ñThe Scripture Way of Salvation ï The Heart of John Wesleyôs Theologyò, he 

discusses John Wesleyôs sermon on Original Sin written in 1759.  Dr. Collins writes, ñWesley declares n his sermon 

óOriginal Sinô that all who deny this vital doctrine, for whatever reason and with whatever justifications, óare but 

heathens stillô (pg. 31).ò 

In Wesleyôs ñNotes Upon the New Testamentò, he further explores our depravity wonderful explanation, 

ñWe are by nature at a distance from God, alienated from Him, and incapable of a free access to Him. Here we want 

a mediator, an intercessor, in a word, a Christ, in His priestly office.  This regards our state with respect to God.  

And with respect to ourselves, we find a total darkness, blindness, ignorance of God and the things of God.  Now 

here we want Christ in His prophetic office, to enlighten our minds, and teach us the whole will of God.  We find 

also within us a strange misrule of appetites and passions.  For these we want Christ in His royal character, to reign 

in our hearts, and subdue all things to Himselfò (Wesleyôs notes on Matthew 1:16). 

The consequences of our present state being born in Original Sin was never overlooked by God.  We are a 

very fortunate people.  God saw our need for Him, when we didnôt even see it ourselves, and chose to come to be-

come a human being, incarnate.  He chose to become a human being so we might be able to come into a relation-

ship with Him.  That we might become whole.  In His incarnation, He paved the way of Salvation through His body 

and blood. 

Bryan Huffman 
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Helpers This Month  

 January 1  January 8  January 15  January 22  January 29  

Acolyte       

Altar Guild  Dana Crayton, Debbie Hunter, Myra Hammond, Janet Wilson 

Greeters  
8:30 

Zelda  
Dardzinski 

Linda 
Meadows 

John Harding Peggy  
Cannon 

Olwen Jarvis 

P.D.  & Pam 
Scott 

Paul & Sherrill 
Wehrly 

Greeters  
11:00 

Oscar &  
Barbara Teed 
Clint & Karen 

Duke 

Mike & Susie 
Harrell 

Bob & Jerri 
Moore 

Alfred Mayo 
Lois Bell 

Bob & Donna 
Nixon 

Harold & Ann 
Forshey 

Deb Barrett 
Michelle 

McConnell 

Ted & Phyllis 
Burton 

Tom McClay 

Ushers  
8:30 

Larry Cumbo 
Dave Duane 

Bob Fish 
Benny  

Thompson 

John Harding 
Dave  

Rohrbach 

P.D. Scott 
Bill Stanton 

Larry Cumbo 
Dave Duane 

Ushers  
8:50 

Paul Tingle 
Dick Peebles 

Sandy & Larry 
Moser 

Phil Swain 
Paul Tingle 

Larry & Sandy 
Moser 

Dick Peebles 
Paul Tingle 

Ushers  
11:00 

John Boyd, Jack Boyette, Leon Cochran, Jimmy Collins, Jim Creech,  
Harold Forshey, Victor Harrell, Dennis Leoni, Ed Mallard, Tom Morton,  

Jay Shrout 

Lay Readers  
8:30 

P.D. Scott Benny  
Thompson 

Ginny  
Johnson 

Olwen Jarvis Claire  
Hageman 

Lay Readers  
8:50 

Don Loudin Ginny  
Mangum 

Durant  
Mangum 

Denise Brown Carolyn  
Truluck 

Lay Readers  
11:00 

Waid Keene Stan  
Richmond 

Eloise Collins Andy Acasio Keith Martin 

Audio -Visual  
8:50 

Aaron  
Mummert 

Aaron 
Mummert 

Aaron  
Mummert 

Aaron  
Mummert 

Aaron  
Mummert 

Audio -Visual  
11:00 

Stan 
Richmond 

Stan  
Richmond 

Stan 
Richmond 

Stan 
Richmond 

Stan  
Richmond 
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Why Join United Methodist Women?  
 
You become part of a national membership 
organization that offers: 
* A community of women 
* Spiritual growth 
* A creative and supportive community 
* Education and transformation through 

programs. 
 
You join a million other women in helping to 
support many worthy programs and pro-
jects related to women, children, and youth. 
 

United Methodist Women Circles  
at Centenary  

 
Balko -Gaskill Circle  
 On-line circle 
 

Centenary Circle  
 Meets 2nd Monday of each month 
 at 10:30 AM in the Parlor 
 

Sara Porter -Rejoice Circle  
 Meets 1st Tuesday of each month 
 at 7:00 PM at homes of members. 
 

Susan Miller Circle  
 Meets 2nd Tuesday of each month 
 at 10:00 AM  
 in the Chadwick classroom. 
 
Contact information for any of these Circles 

may be obtained from the church office  
at 637-4181. 

 
You do not have to be a member of  

Centenary UMC to join a Circle  
at Centenary. 

 
 

Join United Methodist Women today!  

Getting to Know  
the Memorials Committee  

 
 

Led by Mrs. Mary Bullock, this committee 
of nine makes decisions about what to do 
with undesignated money given in honor 

or in memory of people.  They work closely with our min-
isters, trustees and all committees to spend the funds on 
tangible items that are needed but for which the church 
has no money.  For example, the memorial funds were 
used to remodel and get new furniture in the New Street 
entrance to the educational wing.  Some other projects 
funded by memorial donations were pew cushions in the 
church, a re-vamp of the Narthex, and kitchen acoustical 
tiles.  They are currently working to purchase a handi-
cap door (self-opening) into the church from the handi-
cap ramp. 
 
This group always has a ñwish listò of needs and if 
asked, they will make recommendations to families mak-
ing donations as to what is most needed and how me-
morial funds will be spent.  Donations given to honor 
both the living and to memorialize the deceased are wel-
come.  If you wish to donate money to the memorial 
committee, call the church office for specifics. 
 
The Memorial Committee members are dedicated volun-
teers who keep the best interests of the church at the 
top of their agenda when making spending decisions.  
We thank them for their time and talents. 

New Mercies  
 
Everyone seems to have at least one resolution that 
seems impossible to keep. And that can become very 
discouraging. 
 
The prophet Jeremiah, who had his own reasons to feel 
down, wrote, ñThe steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new 
every morning; great is your faithfulness: (Lamentations 
3:22-23). 
 
God refuses to give up on us. When we lose hope, 
when we fail and fall short, his mercy never runs out. 
Tomorrow is full of promise and our Lordôs unceasing 
love. 
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Memorial Fund  
In memory of   Given by 
Helen Ruth Scott    Steve & Allie Mitch Fowler 
Margaret Stancil Larry, Louise, Betsy, Mokie, 
        Brenda & Charlie Stancil 
Buck Johnson            Murray & Paula Gilgo 
Buck Johnson   June G. Brown 
Buck Johnson   Jean Fisher 
Sarah Coxe Leach        Jack & Barbara Huddle 
Buck Johnson   Carol Brown 
Buck Johnson   Lois Bell 
Buck Johnson              Clay & Jean Carson 
Buck Johnson   James Fleming 
 

In honor of   Given by 
Ted Burtonôs birthday        Jack & Barbara Huddle 
 
Troop Support  
In honor of   Given by 
Connie Cowling        Joel & Catherine Grimm 
Lou Ann Lewis        Joel & Catherine Grimm 
 

Radio Ministry  
In honor of   Given by 
Bea Honnetôs birthday        Mrs. Hattie B. Goodwin 
 

Adult Sunday School Curriculum  
In honor of   Given by 
Phil Swain  Contemporary Issues  
           Sunday School Class 
 

Zoe Ministry  
In honor of   Given by 
Mary & Pete Peterson           Dennis & Betty Evans 
My Children   Bea Honnet 
 

Carillon Choir  
In memory of   Given by 
Margaret Stancil        Jack & Barbara Huddle 
Helen Ruth Scott        Jack & Barbara Huddle 
 

Gifts and Memorials  

 
A Joint Outreach of Religious Community Ser-

vices  
& The Craven Arts Council & Gallery  

 
Date:   Thursday, February 9, 2012 
Time: 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
Location: Temple Baptist Church 
 1500 Kingdom Way 
 New Bern, NC 

 
 
Empty Bowls Tickets are on sale now! Purchase a 
ticket to the Empty Bowls event for $20.  At the 
event you will be served your choice of two bowls of 
soup prepared by participating area restaurants and 
churches, along with bread and drink.  During your 
time at the event, you will be able to pick out a pot-
tery bowl, handmade by a local potter, to take 
home! Local musicians will entertain. It will be a fun 
festive event!  
 
Tickets are limited, and are available now at the 
Bank of the Arts, Fullerôs Music, and Temple 
Baptist Church!  
  
For more information call :(252) 638-2577.  

January B.L.A.S.T Schedule  
 

Wednesdays  
Meal served at 5:30 PM  

Fellowship Hall  
 

Adults ð$5.00      10 & under ðfree 
Menus  

January 4 ðNo B.L.A.S.T.  
January 11 ð  pork sliders, cole slaw, chips, 
  salad, dessert prepared by  
  Joel Grimm 
January 18 ð  beef enchilada casserole,  
  Mexican rice, salad, cake  
  prepared by Dawn Ferreira 

January 25 ð  to be announced  

 

Sign up on the bulletin inserts. 

 
 

Wellness & Exercise Classes  
Wednesdays  

beginning January 11  
Old Basement  

 
 

Each 45 minute class will begin at 9:30 AM. No 
special clothing is required, although athletic or 
rubber soled shoes are advised. The class fea-
tures slow easy movements, perfect for arthritis 
and other joint disorders. 
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Troop Support  
Our church continues to support our men and women who are serving to pro-
tect our country. Thankfully our Troops have completed their job and departed 
Iraq. We have thousands who continue to serve in Afghanistan, Kuwait and at 
sea. We are proud of the job our brave men and women are doing for us. 
Hopefully we can continue our support for those serving until their mission is 
over and they are all home with their families and loved ones. We ask that you 
continue your generous support by contributing to the purchase of the items for 
Care Packages or postage to mail the packages. The cost for shipping a pack-
age is $12.95. Checks for support may be made out to Centenary United Meth-
odist Church and designated Troop Support. We continue to receive thank you 
notes from many whom we support. God bless you for caring. 

Our church recently received an e-mail from Chaplain (LCDR) Jay J. Kersten, US Navy, Deputy 
Wing Chaplain 2nd MAW Forward and MWHS-2 Squadron of Cherry Point MAB, presently serving 
with those units at Camp Dwyer, Afghanistan. ñI am in receipt of the Care package you sent to the 
troops here at Camp Dwyer, Afghanistan. Please allow me to express appreciation on behalf of the 
Marines and Sailors here. The contents were a perfect blend of what is needed and even desired, 
from toiletries to letter writing materials and puzzle books. All of the items are already in the hands of 
the troops and being put to use. You are very generous to us, especially when the country is experi-
encing such financial turmoil., and we appreciate the time, effort, and sacrifice you make on our be-
half. We wish all of you an early Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!ò Chaplain Kerstenôs re-
marks also speak for those who are too busy to write. It is believed that all the Men and Women our 
members support are very appreciative, even when they do not write. Thanks to all who support 
them and appreciate their service and sacrifices for our country. 
 

We recently received Thank You Notes from: Major Dotson, Commanding Officer of 1452nd Combat 
HET, serving in Kuwait. He wrote, ñI want to extend my appreciation for you all thinking about my 
soldiers during this holiday season. It brings us joy to know that so many people care and support 
us. May you have a blessed and joyous Christmasò. Staff Sergeant Dione West of the same unit 
wrote, ñI would like to send you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!! Thank you very 
much for the Care Packages, cards and words of encouragement. Time is really going by fast, and 
before you all know it we will be back in the great state of North Carolina. God is continually blessing 
us each and every day here while we are serving our great nation. Continue to keep the 1452nd TC 
in your prayers and we will do the same.ò 
 

Staff Sergeant Lance Hayes of the 883rd Route Clearance Company wrote, ñThank you for sending 
the Care Packages and cards. Receiving the packages and cards have brought our Christmas Spir-
its even higher as our deployment begins. I distributed the cards and goodies to soldiers throughout 
the company. Thank you for your prayers and expressions of appreciation for those who serve our 
country. Your kindness will not be forgotten.ò Staff Sergeant Hayes is a Squad Leader with the 883rd 
Engineer Company RC. These Soldiers are among the five North Carolina National Guard units 
serving on active duty for a yearôs deployment. Thanks to our members for supporting these brave 
men and women who serve to keep us safe. As the year ends we will have sent 616 Care packages, 
thousands of cards and letters and many home baked cookies. God bless you for caring. 

A special Thank You  
 

The Trustees of Centenary Church would like to express our deep thanks to Mike and Linda Jones, 
whose generous gift enabled us to accomplish much needed plaster repair in our sanctuary, library, and 
entrance areas.  A big "thank you" to Mike and Linda! 
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Thanks to Liz Dorsey for leading a group to a small, new winery in Newport.  
Lunch at Chelsea preceded the November wine tasting trip.  The Prime-
timers went to hear the Craven Community Chorus Christmas concert and 
had dinner at Le Bistro.  Trip Leader Dee Smith reports all enjoyed their din-
ners and the magnificent choral performance.  (Do you notice a pattern of 
dining together!  We never fail to enjoy kibbitzing over a meal.)  Thanks to 
these volunteer trip leaders who organized, planned and joined in the fun. 
 
Break the Winter doldrums with a little SPICE!! The February Prime-
timers trip will be to the Spice Bouquet factory in Kinston on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 21, 2012.  Watch as the chef explains cooking techniques, prepares, 

and serves a multi course meal to you.   The gift shop will also be open to purchase gift items and 
spices. The bus will leave CUMC parking lot at 10:00 am.  Cost of the trip is $18.00 per person ï make 
checks payable to CUMC and mail to Dee Smith, 106 Clipper Court, New Bern, NC 28562 by February 
13.  Any questions, contact Dee at 634-3192 or howwwdeeee@embarqmail.com 
 
March ï Date to be determined.  Mary & Jim Florence will be leading a trip to the Airborne Museum in 
Fayetteville.  Details to follow soon! 
 
April 29th  - Organ Concert and Evensong at Christ Episcopal Church, 5:30 pm.  Trip Leader Liz Dorsey 
will have details soon. 

Centenary United Methodist Men  
Monday, January 8  

6:00 PM  Fellowship Hall  
 

Dinner prepared by Larry Gilliam 
Devotion given by P.D. Scott 

Program :  College Sports Update  
presented by Si Seymour 

 
Sign up on reservation insert in the bulletins or call 
the church office at 637-4181. 

PrimeTimers Luncheon  
 

Thursday, January 19  
11:30 AM 

Fellowship Hall  
 

Lunch is catered by  
Glenburnie Deli  

$6.00 per person  
 

Sign up on the reservation insert in the bulle-
tins or call the church office ð637-4181. 

Troop Support Program Year -End Report  
 

Total packages shipped to date  611 
Total pounds shipped to date           7,309 
 

We are currently supporting 8 Troops in Afghanistan, 6 Troops in Kuwait (NC National Guard), 1 Navy 
officer at sea (Julie Brinsonôs brother). All Troops who were  formerly deployed to Iraq are now in Kuwait 
or returning to their stateside installation. 
 

We are currently  supporting 3 Navy Chaplains from Cherry Point MCAS. Currently supporting Marines in 
Afghanistan and 1 Army Chaplain. Also supporting 1-218 Infantry, Lt. Ryan McLaneôs unit. Ryan is Rama 
Whiteôs grandson. 
 

Phillip Hammond (Myra & Jim Hammondôs grandson) has recently deployed to Afghanistan. His first 
package was shipped December 15, 2011. 
 

Captain Michael McDonald, a Centenary UMC member, is serving in Afghanistan. We sent a package 
and hope he received it in time for Christmas. 
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