PEOPLE NEED PRAYER: A SUNDAY FOR JUST THAT!

Sounds a bit strange, doesn't it... a Sunday for Prayer? Surely, every Sunday is a Sunday for

prayer! But at Centenary, May 22nd will be a Sunday for some very specific and powerful prayers,
lifted for everyone who will be receiving a prayer shawl dedicated on that day. We'll be placing prayer
shawls around our altar rails in the Chapel and the Sanctuary, and at all three services we'll be offering
prayers:

prayers for God's healing and hope

prayers for God's protection and deliverance
prayers for God's guidance and counsel
prayers for God's strength and courage

prayers for discernment and direction from God.

+ + + + +

These prayer shawls will be received by folks in all kinds of situations:

people who are seeking healing from a health challenge

parents who have recently welcomed a baby into their homes

men and women who are being deployed through our military

folks who are facing a difficult life transition

people who are hearing God calling them to join Him in a new kind of ministry or mission.

++ + + +

Of course, we're going to need your help to make this Sunday as effective as it can be. We want our
prayers to reach out into the community, transformi ng lives as those receiving prayer shawls
experience the grace and power of God through the p  rayers of God's people. We are aware of
some folks who might be blessed by prayer shawls, but we can't possibly know everyone YOU know
who might be blessed by such a tangible expression of God's care. In many cases, you are the one
with this important information!

So, take a few moments to fill out one of the prayer shawl request forms you'll find in the bulletin over
the next several weeks - or call the church office, if you prefer - just let us know who you know who'd be
blessed by receiving a prayer shawl. We'll place a shawl on the altar for that person on May 22nd - you
can indicate your preference for either the chapel service at 8:30 am or the sanctuary services at 8:50 or
11 am. During services that day, you'll be offered the opportunity to come forward to the altar rail and
lay hands on the shawls, if you so desire, as we lift up our hearts in prayer to the God who answers all
our prayers in ways better "than we can ask or imagine."

In the love of Christ,
pastor susan




In the life of church history, sometimes you feel a special bond with Christians who went before
you. Gregory of Nyssa is one of those people for me. He was born around 335 AD in Caesarea. He had
several siblings including Basil the Great and Macrina the Younger. He married Theosebia the deacon-
ess and was an instrumental figure in the early Christian Church.

Gregory did not want to go into pastoral ministry. It was his brother Basil the Great who ap-
pointed him bishop of Nyssa in 372 in modern-day Turkey. He was known as one of the three Great
Cappadocians, yet was a quiet man who enjoyed being in seclusion. However, he began a valuable
leader in the church during the Second Ecumenical Council in Constantinople in 381.

At the Council of Constantinople, he defended the Nicene Creed against a heretical group known
as the Arians.

Two of his great works include “On The Making of Man” and “The Life of Moses”. “On The Mak-
ing of Man”, Gregory explored God as Creator delighted in His created world—a world that God takes
delight. During this time in history, there was a group of philosophers who look at the spiritual world as
good and the material world as evil. Gregory of Nyssa believed that what God has created was created
very good as Genesis 1:31.

Gregory’s second great work was “The Life of Moses”. Gregory looks at the biblical life of Moses
from Exodus to Numbers. Then Gregory refers back to these stories as the source for deep and insight-
ful Christian spiritual lessons. The primary goal of Gregory’s spirituality is to encourage all Christians to
strive for infinite progress in their walk with Jesus. This progression in the Christian spiritual journey was
adopted by John Wesley centuries later when Wesley described the journey from the ‘cradle to the
grave’.

Gregory of Nyssa was also instrumental in the doctrine of the Trinity and the understanding of
infinity. Kendall Harmon, an Episcopal priest and theologian writes the following about Gregory of Nyssa
views on the Holy Trinity, “What, then, is our doctrine? The Lord, in delivering the saving Faith to those
who become disciples of the word, joins with the Father and the Son the Holy Spirit also; and we affirm
that the union of that which has once been joined is continual; for it is not joined in one thing, and sepa-
rated in others. But the power of the Spirit, being included with the Father and the Son in the life-giving
power, by which our nature is transferred from the corruptible life to immortality, and in many other cases
also, as in the conception of "Good," and "Holy," and "Eternal," "Wise," "Righteous," "Chief," "Mighty,"
and in fact everywhere, has an inseparable association with them in all the attributes ascribed in a sense
of special excellence. And so we consider that it is right to think that that which is joined to the Father
and the Son in such sublime and exalted conceptions is not separated from them in any.”

So as you prepare for summer reading, take a look at Gregory of Nyssa'’s “The Life of Moses” as
a possibility. I've read parts of it and have enjoyed it.

Bryan Huffman




Helpers This Month

May 1 May 8 Mary 15 May 22 May 29
Acolyte Meghan Frank Zach Johnson | Madison Gilgo | Grace Ann
Johnson Fortescue Sarah Emma Leary Marlowe
Abby McClay Fentress Charlotte
Warren
Altar Guild Julie Brinson, Mary Ann Minton, Eileen Shalhoub, Joan McClellan,
Barbara Huddle
Greeters Paul & Sherrill | Bryan & Linda | Diane Best George & Larry &
8:30 Webhrly Genez Joy Wiley Muriel Treacy
Linda Bob & Evelyn Hemingway Cumbo
Meadows Saunders Joe & Mary
Hudson
Greeters Sandy Hal & Dollie Oscar & Mike & Susie | Ted & Phyllis
11:00 Armstrong Humphrey Barbara Teed Harrell Burton
Jan & Flo Bea Honnet | Clint & Karen Bob & Jerri Tom McClay
Beijer Duke Moore
Bob & Donna
Nixon
Ushers Bob Fish Larry Cumbo | Larry Cumbo Bob Fish Dan Jenkins
8:30 John Harding P.D. Scott Phil Minton Bill Stanton Phil Minton
Bill Stanton
Ushers Sandy & Larry | Paul Tingle | Sandy & Larry | Paul Tingle Paul Tingle
8:50 Moser Phil Swain Moser Dick Peebles | Dick Peebles
Ushers Stephen Hall, Judy Tymes, Clay Carson, Bob Moore, Bennie Howard,
11:00 Wayne Anderson, Larry Gilliam, Tom Morton, Richard Blythe
Lay Readers P.D. Scott Benny Margaret Olwen Jarvis Claire
8:30 Thompson Whitley Hageman
Lay Readers Don Loudin Ginny Durant Denise Brown Carolyn
8:50 Mangum Mangum Truluck
Lay Readers Waid Keene Stan Si Seymour | Eloise Collins | Keith Martin
11:00 Richmond
Audio-Visual Aaron Aaron Aaron Aaron Aaron
8:50 Mummert Mummert Mummert Mummert Mummert
Audio-Visual Stan Stan Stan Stan Stan
11:00 Richmond Richmond Richmond Richmond Richmond
Musician Katie Hodges | Cheryl Kite Eloise Collins Deanie
8:30 Singleton




Gifts and Memorials

Thru-the-Week School

In memory of Given by

Glen Weatherly The Girls at Pamlico Partnership
& Richard Baldwin

Glen Weatherly Dennis & Martha Leoni

In honor of Given by

Joyce Morris Leigh Wilkinson

Joyce Morris Beth Atkins

Joyce Morris
Jane Dulane
Rachel Todd
Maryanne Brinson

Maggie Costandy
Peter & Mary Louise Leavitt
Peter & Mary Louise Leavitt
Peter & Mary Louise Leavitt

Memorials Fund
In memory of
Thelma M. Johnson
Thelma Johnson
Thelma Johnson
Thelma Johnson
Thelma Johnson
Thelma Johnson
Thelma Johnson
Thelma Johnson
Thelma Johnson

Given by
June G. Brown
Dallas & Janet Sutton
Jean Fisher
Lois Bell
Kathleen Beliveau
Jerry & Mary Carpenter
Alice & George Painter
Jean & Dale Beasley
Dot & Mitch Armstrong
& family
Martha Blount &
Golden Simpson

Thelma Johnson

General Maintenance

In memory of Given by

Billy May Dennis & Martha Leoni
F.U.E.L.

In memory of Given by

Leta Mae Dunn Betty Snow

To all of the members of Centenary UMC,

Thank you so very much for the many prayers
prayed for me and my family during my recent
surgery and recovery. It's humbling and heart-
warming to know that so many wonderful people
are behind me and rooting for me, and providing
my very wonderful parents with love and support.

Diane Minton

Dear Centenary Congregation,

Dave and | would like to thank everyone for their
kind thoughts and prayers during my Mother’s
final years and the many expressions of sympa-
thy upon her passing. They were appreciated
more than you know!

May God Bless and Keep You Always,

Jean & David Stoll

B.L.A.S.T. Menus

Dinner begins at 5:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall on
Wednesdays. Price is $5.00 per person over 11
years of age. Please call the office to make your
reservation!

May 4 beef brisket, slaw, dessert
This will be a fundraiser for the
Youth Jamaica Mission trip.

May 11 nachos with fixings, dessert




And if
even a cup
of cold to

one of these
little ones...
he wiill
not lose his

Matthew 10:42

On Sunday, May 8th we will be celebrating a na-
tional event called Compassion Sunday. For a
few minutes during each service we will focus on
the needs of children around the world who live in
extreme poverty and how we, as a church family,
can take a small stap that will make a big differ-
ence to these children. Aaron and | have been
sponsors for 10 years now and are excited to
share our experience with you. Adopting a child in
such great need can be life changing. We invite
you to begin praying and talking as a family now
about if this is the time for you to adopt a child
through Compassion International. Adoption for
one of these children means real help and hope
for a bright future. Most importantly, they are
learning how much God loves them.

In service to Him,
The Mummert Family

Troop Support

Thanks to everyone who has supported the
Troop Support program. We have let our men
and women know that their service is appreci-
ated. Please continue to pray that they will re-
main safe and well. Also continue to pray for
peace on earth and that our men and women will
soon be home with their families and loved ones.
We have touched thousands over the past 3 1/2
years with our packages, cards and letters. They
have shown their appreciation by their presenta-
tion of certificates, flags, cards and letters.
Please help continue this great service to a most
deserving group of men and women who also
love their country. Hopefully we will see some of
them being relieved of their duties by the coun-
tries they are supporting and defending and com-
ing home. God bless our congregation for caring.

Care Package Needs: toothbrushes, dispos-
able razors, shave cream, Gold Bond medicated
powder, dental floss, greeting cards, trail mix,
gum, any candy, cookies, peanuts or any kind of
nuts, peanut butter crackers, ruled writing pads,
envelopes, magazines, paperbacks, puzzle
books, pencils, ball point pens, wipes, lotions,
sun block

You may leave your contributions in the Troop
Support box near the elevator in the Education
Building.




April Trip — Wilmington Azalea Festival. Nothing could be finer
than to be in Carolina in the springtime! Sunshine and beautiful
residential gardens with eye-popping azaleas in bloom was the
order of the day for the great trip lead by Jim and Mary Florence.
Thanks for the picture perfect day. Also thanks to Joe Hudson for
maneuvering that church bus around some tight corners with lots
of traffic.

May Trip — Sorry no seats left. Maybe we’ll repeat the trip to the
PCS Phosphate Mine again. Let us know if you missed this one
and would like a repeat in 2012.

June Trip: The Manteo trip is close to being full. Check with Dee
Smith at 634-3192 or howwwdeeee@embargmail.com. Do you
get the feeling that procrastination for signing up for these great Primetimer trips just isn’'t a good idea?

July 14 ™, Dale’s Indian Restaurant : We depart Thursday at 10:45 am from the church parking lot for
Dales Indian Restaurant in Greenville. Cost of buffet is around $10 (Dutch treat) and transportation
charge is $5. Be sure and ask Joan and Mac what their favorite Indian foods are, so you know what to
sample at the restaurant. Trip leaders are Mac McClellan and wife, Joan. Fill out the reservation form
in the bulletin; make your $5 check out to CUMC, and in the memo line note PT-July trip. Sorry no re-
funds if you cancel, but substitutions that you get are okay. Call or e-mail Mac and Joan for more de-
tails. 637-2761 or johnmacjo@embargmail.com.

Family Picnic
Sunday, May 22
CHURCH 400-7:00 PM

[ EVERYONE is invited!!!!
Children’s games and entertainment

will be set up in the parking lot.

Card games for adults

will be set up in 2nd floor classrooms.
w Music with Simon Spalding in the Fellowship Hall.
Hot dogs, hamburgers, chips, baked beans, cole slaw,

desserts & beverages will be provided by The Family
Life Committee.

Sign up in May bulletins or call the church office,
637-4181.




FATHERS' DAY FLOWERS

Centenary’s United Methodist Women will again usiead carnations to decorate our church on FatHesy,

June 19, 2011. The flowers will be $6.00 for enamed honoree (for example, if you donate a floweour fa-

thers” $6.00, but if you donate flowers to “Sam 8n@nd John Jones,” the cost would be $12.088 would ap-
preciate it if you would order both Mothers’ DaydaRathers’ Day flowers at the same time Kbgy 2)

Because we will not be collecting money and formghie hall as usual, please put the form and chethe offer-
ing plate, send by mail or drop off at the churdéfice. All orders and checks for Fathers’ Day rosesdue by
Monday, June 13. Please note “UMW Flowers” on the check. Pleaset!p (Centenary United Methodist
Church, P.O. Box 1388, New Bern, NC 28563)

Presented by In Memory of

In Honor of

Number of Fathers’ Day Flowers ($6 each) ordered Check amount

Immediately following the 11:00 service on Juneyt® may claim your donated flowers or allow
Centenary’'s UMW to distribute them in our community




Centenary’s Mission Statement: Experience Chrisltsre, grow in Christ’s love, share Christ’s love.
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