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Messenge r  

Centenary  Un i ted  Method is t  Church  

November 20TH, 2011      Our Annual Harvest Table! 
  

On the Sunday before Thanksgiving, Centenary UMC will celebrate our annual Harvest  Table!   You'll want to be 
here for this warm and welcoming experience of God's grace outpoured!  This wonderful "bring a gift, receive a gift" 
exchange is a powerful demonstration of how our individual God-given talents work together to make the household 
of faith a real community of love! 
  

Here's how it works: 
  

At all three services, Harvest Tables will be set up in front of the altar rail, ready to receive our Harvest gifts.  The 
only guideline with regard to Harvest Gifts is that they should be homemade.   Over the years of Harvest Tables I've 
enjoyed, I've collected a treasure chest of gifts which I love to go through, as I remember the brothers and sisters in 
Christ who made them.  My treasure chest includes: 
  

* a child's drawing of falling leaves  
* a small wooden cross whittled by a older gentleman 
* a recipe for sweet potato muffins (which was originally attached to a bag of those muffins!) 
* a poem written by a public school teacher about her classroom experiences 
* a bracelet made by a teenager  
* a kitchen cloth embroidered by a sewing instructor 
* a circular trivet with a cross in the center made by a 6th grader 
* a Thanksgiving prayer written by a retired pastor 
  

You get the idea.  Homemade does not mean elaborate.  It does mean a gift made by you, which makes it a gift 

from the heart.  No gift is too small if it comes from a cheerful giver.  Some folks will bake cakes or cookies (these 

tend to go quickly!); I have seen everything from hand knitted scarves to homemade birdhouses sitting on Harvest 
Tables.  It is nice to attach a card to the gift you make, giving your name and phone number or other preferred con-
tact information, so that the recipient of your gift can call and thank you, if you so desire - but anonymous gifts are 
equally welcome.  There's a certain joy to be had from gift-giving "in secret," so the choice of whether to identify 
yourself or not is completely up to you. 
  

As worshippers enter the sanctuary or chapel, gifts may be placed on the Harvest Tables. (Latecomers may place 
their gifts during the opening hymn.)  During a hymn(s) following the sermon, we'll all be invited to come forward to 
the Harvest Tables and take a gift back to our seats with us.   Members of the Worship Committee bring extra gifts, 
so that visitors to our church on November 20th can also receive a gift.   Each worshipper is asked to bring a hand-
made gift regardless of age or gender.  Since every man, woman and child is gifted in some way by our generous 
God, I have never yet met a single soul who was without a gift to share! 
  

If you have any questions, feel free to call me (637-4181, ext. 100) or contact Dan Jenkins, Worship Chair 
(djenkins@cravencountync.gov). We'll be bringing our own gifts, and looking forward to experiencing the living 
proof of God's promise: 
  

Give, and it will be given to you, pouring into your lap in good measure:  pressed down, shaken together, running 
over!  (Luke 6:38)  See you on Harvest Table Sunday! 
  

In Christ's love, 
Pastor Susan 
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ñThen God said, óLet Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish 
of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth.ô God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He 
created them.  God blessed them.ò  These power words in Genesis 1:26-28a bear witness of the importance that 
God placed on humanity.  Humanity is Godôs crowning work in creation because we, humanity, are made in óHis one 
imageô.  No other creating thing is created in Godôs own image as humanity. 

So, what does being made in the image of God mean?  How are we made in the image of God?  Are we still 
made in the full image of God as Adam and Eve? 

John Wesley recognized three images of God in humanity.  Before the Fall of Man in the Garden of Eden in 
Genesis 3, these images were flawless.  These images were the natural, political, and moral images of God in hu-
manity.   

In Wesleyôs sermon, óThe New Birthô, Wesley described that the natural image of God in men and women 
was that ñthey have spirits that have been endued with understanding, will and liberty.ò Thus, the nature image of 
God included immortality, reason, freedom of the will, and emotions.   

In Wesleyôs sermons, óThe New Birthô and óThe General Deliveranceô, he described the political image of 
God in humanity focused on Genesis 1:28b, óGod said to them [man and woman], óérule over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.ô Using the words of Randy Frazee in 
our church-wide Bible study, The Story, God placed man as governor of the Lower Story, or the day-to-day responsi-
bilities and interactions of life on earth.  The political image also included the social image of God in humanity in that 
God is a social being and we as humans are social beings too.  That is why it is so important to be part of the church 
and church-life. So, the political image of God in humanity included manôs ruling over creation and the social image 
as social beings.  

Wesley focused on Ephesians 4:24 in his understanding of the moral image of God in man.  ñClothe your-
selves with the new self, created according to the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.ò  In Wesleyôs 
sermon, óThe New Birthô, he wrote, ñSo God created man in His own imageébut chiefly in His moral image.ò It is the 
moral image of God in man that allows us the ability to worship God in spirit and in truth and as St. Augustine said, 
ñOur hearts are restless until they find rest in You.ò  Dr. Kenneth Collins wrote in his book, The Scriptural Way of Sal-
vation, ñthe moral image represents the possibility of either humanityôs glorification or of its debasementò and ñthe 
moral image of God is intimately related to the moral law, a law that is not only óan incorruptible picture of the high 
and holy One that inhabiteth eternity,ô but that is also expressive of the original, pristine nature in which humanity 
was created.ôò It was the moral image of God in man that longs for a relationship with God and finds it in and through 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. Thus, the moral image of God in man revealed righteousness, love, 
and holiness. 

Unfortunately, after the Fall of Man, these images were marred.  The moral image of God in man was lost.  
Man was imprinted with pride and self-will that resulted in self-centeredness and a sinful nature. Some parts of the 
natural and political image were restored by Prevenient Grace (grace given by God to everyone before accepting 
Jesus as Lord and Savior).   

After the Fall of Man, the present state of man was determined by Original Sin.  Humanity was in a state of 
utter corruption.  Adamôs sin was ascribed to the whole human race, including you and me.  The consequences of 
Original Sin were that our human bodies became mortal, all people were born with a sinful nature and all people de-
serve eternal punishment. 

Dr. Collins stated, ñThroughout his writings, Wesley maintains that God created humanity not as a simple 
creature but as a complex one, as one composed of both body and spirit.  In an early manuscript sermon, óThe Im-
age of God,ô for instance, he elaborates: óBut we should observe, first, that man even at his creation was a com-
pound of matter and spirit; and that it was ordained by the original law that during this vital union neither part of the 
compound should act at all but together with its companion; that the dependence on each other should be inviolably 
maintained.ôò 

Brothers and sisters, we are all made in the image of God.  Though that image of God in us has been 
marred by Original Sin in the Fall of Man in Genesis 3, we can be restored.  That restoration is in the body and blood 
of Jesus Christ our Salvation.  Once we accept Jesus Christ into our hearts and lives as our Lord and Savior that 
begins our journey towards being restored, or at least in part, in the image of God intended at creation.   

Bryan Huffman 
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Helpers This Month  

 November 6  November 13  November 20  November 27  

Acolyte  Meghan Johnson 
Abby McClay 

Madison Gilgo 
Zachary Johnson 

Zachary Warren 
Sarah Fentress 

Frank Fortescue 
Charlotte Warren 

Altar Guild  Barbara Teed, Linda Taylor, Martha Leoni, Susan Cook, Sheila Weibert 

Greeters  
8:30 

Bryan & Linda 
Genez 

P.D. & Pam Scott Larry & Treacy 
Cumbo 

Joe & Mary  
Hudson 

Greeters  
11:00 

Hal & Dollie  
Humphrey 

Betsy Johnson 

Oscar & Barbara 
Teed 

Clint & Karen 
Duke 

Mike & Susie 
Harrell 

Bob & Jerri 
Moore 

Alfred Mayo 
Lois Bell 

Bob & Donna 
Nixon 

Ushers  
8:30 

Larry Cumbo 
Dave Duane 

John Harding 
Bill Stanton 

Larry Cumbo 
Phil Minton 

P.D. Scott 
Bill Stanton 

Ushers  
8:50 

Phil Swain 
Paul Tingle 

Sandy & Larry 
Moser 

Paul Tingle 
Dick Peebles 

Sandy & Larry 
Moser 

Ushers  
11:00 

Dennis Leoni, Ed Mallard, Jim Creech, Jack Boyette, Harold Forshey, 
Jimmy Collins, Victor Horrell, Leon Cochran, Jay Shrout, John Boyd,  

Tom Morton 

Lay Readers  
8:30 

P.D. Scott Benny Thompson Margaret Whitley Olwen Jarvis 

Lay Readers  
8:50 

Don Loudin Ginny Mangum Durant Mangum Denise Brown 

Lay Readers  
11:00 

Stan Richmond Keith Martin Eloise Collins Andy Acasio 

Audio -Visual  
8:50 

Aaron  
Mummert 

Aaron 
Mummert 

Aaron  
Mummert 

Aaron  
Mummert 

Audio -Visual  
11:00 

Stan 
Richmond 

Stan  
Richmond 

Stan 
Richmond 

Stan 
Richmond 

Musician  
8:30 

Penny Keene Cheryl Kite Eloise Collins Deanie  
Singleton 
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Why Join United Methodist Women?  
 
You become part of a national membership 
organization that offers: 
* A community of women 
* Spiritual growth 
* A creative and supportive community 
* Education and transformation through 

programs. 
 
You join a million other women in helping to 
support many worthy programs and pro-
jects related to women, children, and youth. 
 

United Methodist Women Circles  
at Centenary  

 
Balko -Gaskill Circle  
 On-line circle 
 

Centenary Circle  
 Meets 2nd Monday of each month 
 at 10:30 AM in the Parlor 
 

Sara Porter -Rejoice Circle  
 Meets 1st Tuesday of each month 
 at 7:00 PM at homes of members. 
 

Susan Miller Circle  
 Meets 2nd Tuesday of each month 
 at 10:00 AM  
 in the Chadwick classroom. 
 
Contact information for any of these Circles 

may be obtained from the church office  
at 637-4181. 

 
You do not have to be a member of  

Centenary UMC to join a Circle  
at Centenary. 

 
 

Join United Methodist Women today!  

Christmas Brunch 
sponsored by 
Centenary  

United Methodist Women 
 

Saturday, December 3, 2011  
Taberna Country Club 

 

9:30 a.m. 

Thank You  
 
The Centenary United Methodist Women would like to 
thank the congregation for their support of our recent pro-
ject.  We would like to give special thanks to Girl Scout 
Troop 1699 for the Health Kits they contributed and to Dr. 
Bob Whitley for donating toothbrushes and toothpaste for 
the kits.  We were able to prepare 78 kits thanks to your 
generosity.  The Health Kits were given to both the 
MERCI Center and the Bayboro Baptist Church for distri-
bution to those in need.   

Tickets-$10.00 per person 
Tickets may be purchased from Circle leaders  

or in the church office. 

Advent Greenery  
 
It is time to think about the wreaths in the church during 
Advent. Traditionally, the wreaths on the doors are given 
in memory of or in honor of someone special. If you 
would like to donate a wreath, please call the church of-
fice at 637-4181 and let Marshall know. 
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Thru -the-Week School  
In memory of   Given by 
Virginia Hunt   Bill & Elaine White 
Leslie Plaster  Peter & Mary Louise Leavitt 
Ed Guirkins  Peter & Mary Louise Leavitt 
 

In honor of   Given by 
Hal Humphrey              Peter & Mary Louise Leavitt 
 
Library Fund  
In memory of   Given by 
Helen Ruth Scott  Iris Jones 
 
Memorial Fund  
In memory of   Given by 
Pauline Robbins  Nell Hill 
Helen Ruth Scott  R.T. Morris 
Helen Ruth Scott       Mike & Linda Jones, Sr.  
                                                       & Pat Jones 
Helen Ruth Scott  Carolyn Willis 
Helen Ruth Scott  Ann Faulkenberry 
 
Handbell Fund  
In memory of   Given by 
Scott Green              Tom & June McClay 
 
Music Ministry  
In memory of   Given by 
Helen Ruth Scott  Elva Heath 
Helen Ruth Scott           Dallas & Janet Sutton 
David Dardzinsky           Dallas & Janet Sutton 
 
 

Gifts and Memorials  

 

November B.L.A.S.T Schedule  
 

Wednesdays  
Meal served at 5:30 PM  

Fellowship Hall  
 

Adults ð$5.00      10 & under ðfree 
Menus  

November 2ðbreakfast casserole, grits, fruit,donuts 
     prepared by the  
     Ed Guirkins Sunday School class 
 

November 9 -baked spaghetti, salad, bread, cake  
                         prepared by CentYouth 
 

November 16 -ham, hashbrown casserole, broccoli,  
                          rolls, banana pudding 
 

November 23 -No B.L.A.S.T. 
 

November 30 -lasagna, bread, salad, dessert pre-
pared by the Missions Committee 

 

Sign up on the bulletin inserts. 

Centenary  

Thru - the - Week Schoolõs 

Spaghetti Supper  
 

Thursday, November 10  

5:00 PM ñ7:00 PM  
 

$6.00 per plate  
 

Eat in or take out  
 

Tickets may be purchased  

from preschoolers or  

in the church office.  

Decorate the Church for Christmas!!!  
Sunday, November 27  
4:00 p.m.ð7:00 p.m.  

 

Everyone is invited to help decorate the sanctuary 
and education building for Christmas. Decorating the 
whole church is our main objective, but we will also 
eat together and celebrate the Illumination of the 
Chrismon tree. We hope to see you at the Hanging 
of the Greens, a great place to serve and to enjoy 
fellowship at the same time. 

4:00 p.m.   Adults meet in the sanctuary to decorate 
          the Chrismon tree and the buildings. 
                    Children will meet in classrooms to                              
                    decorate Education Building trees. 
  5:30 p.m.   Dinner in the Fellowship Hall. 
                       Weôll have hot dogs, chips, baked              
                       beans, and dessert prepared by the  
  Family Life Committee. 
  6:00 p.m.   Back to the sanctuary for the Illumina- 
  tion of the Chrismon Tree. 
 
 

Letôs start the Advent Season together with all our 
Centenary family members. 
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PrimeTimer Trips  
 
November-Primetimers will be traveling to Lake Road Winery, Newport, NC  
to learn about the history of this fairly new winery in our area, a tour of the 
production area and of course a wine tasting.   The winery currently has 
about 10 different wines they are producing.   They consist of Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Chardonnay, Cynthiana, Viognier, Rose Marie, Croatan, Lisa 
Marie, Merlot, Suzanne Marie, Blueberry, Doreen, Carlos,  and Sweet 
Caroline.     We will be eating lunch (Dutch Treat) first at the Chelsea be-
fore loading the church bus for Newport.    The cost of the trip is $15 (which 
includes the tour/wine tasting and the bus transportation cost).    Checks 

should be made out to CUMC, with memo line, Primetimers and sent to Liz Dorsey, 126 Norbury Drive, 
New Bern, NC  28562 by November 1st.   Please do NOT take your checks to the church office.   Re-
member you will be responsible for the cost of your meal.    You are to be at the Chelsea by  11 a.m. so 
we can get seated, order our food, be served and load the bus by 12:15 p.m.    You will be able to make 
your own selection from the menu.   The bus will depart Centenary at 12:30 p.m. in order to give us 
enough time to get to the winery on time.   The winery tour/tasting will take approximately 2 hours with 
the number of people we are taking on the bus.   Sorry, no reservations can be accepted without pay-
ment.   No refunds can be given on day trips, substitutions that you get are okay.   We only have 28 
tickets and it is first come first serve, so don't wait if you plan to go along with us on this tour.    If you 
have any questions you can reach Liz Dorsey on 638-6429 or by email on dorsey0672@aol.com. 

 
December - Join the Primetimers for a Holiday tradition.  Craven Community Chorus will present The 
Magnificence  of Christmas  at Orringer Auditorium on Sunday, December 4 at 3:00pm.  Following the 
performance we will gather at A Catered Affair for dinner.  Choices of entrees are Prime Rib of Beef or 
Pecan Encrusted Salmon at $37.50 or Chicken Marsala at $33.75.  Price includes concert tickets, tax 
and tip.  Make checks payable to CUMC and mail to Dee Smith, 106 Clipper Court, New Bern, NC  
28562 by November 15.  No refunds will be given but substitutions are accepted.  Questions may be 
directed to Dee Smith at 634-3192.  Only 25 tickets are available so donôt delay! 
 

January 6
th

, Friday.  Come along with us as we tour the Rembrandt exhibit at the NC Museum 
of Art in Raleigh.  With 47 paintings on exhibit, you will certainly enjoy this day of culture while 
walking through the museum.  $21/person cost of trip includes exhibit admission and bus.  We 
have a guided tour by a museum docent.  We will break for a Dutch treat lunch.  Bus departs 
the church parking lot promptly at 8 am and returns approximately 6 pm.  Send your check 
made out to CUMC, memo line art museum, to trip leader Marcia Richmond, 910 Crooked 
Creek Dr, New Bern, NC  28560.  Your check is your reservation.  No refunds for cancellations, 
but substitutions you get are okay.  For questions, e-mail Marcia at MarciaR17492sudded-
nlink.net  Anyone 55 and older who has completed a medical release form is welcome to join 
us.  Bring a friend or neighbor to introduce them to our Christian fellowship. 

Stop Hunger Now Event  
Saturday, November 5     1:00 PM   Trinity United Methodist Church  

 

Join the Faith Connection of local churches, as we work together to help feel the Hungry of the World. 
Youôll be assigned to a team to pack, sort, box, greet or further assist in the process. 
 
Needed:  male or female to lift 50 lbs off the truck for set up at 11:30 AM 
Needed:  males or females to lift 32 lbs for lifting the boxes of food bags on the truck 
Needed:  males and females for the event operation at 12:30 PM 
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We missed seeing 
YOU on a trip this 

year!  

Duke Chapel  
 
 
Elizabethan Garden  

Trip Leader, 
Dee Smith 
 

Joan & Pete Novak, 
Brenda Fraser & 
Friend 

Azalea Queen in a Garden 

Keith Martin, Ellen Ringle, Ann Forshey 


