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Messenge r  

Centenary  Un i ted  Method is t  Church  

SHORT AND SWEET... A SERVICE FOR ALL SEASONS  

             
  

  

Through the years I've served this wonderful church, Centenarians have shared with me their scheduling 
struggles to be in worship on a regular basis.  I'm grateful that folks care enough about participation in 
worship to speak with me about it.  Their scheduling struggles vary:  some of them work in settings where 
weekend hours are required on a regular basis; some of them spend many weekends traveling to visit 
family; some have children or grandchildren involved in sports with lots of weekend games; some of 
them have second homes and spend most weekends there.   Whatever the calendar challenges may be, 
the result is the same:  these members find it difficult to be present in Sunday worship services regularly.   
  

Sometimes, of course, our scheduling struggles are more closely related to our priorities than to our cal-
endars.  Nonetheless, for those experiencing real difficulty in Sunday worship attendance, here's the 
good news:  There IS an alternative available at Centenary .  Every Wednesday of the year at 12 
noon, we offer a 30 minute worship service in our Chapel.  Some love this service so much that they 
come Sundays and Wednesdays, but it's also attended by some who need an alternative to Sunday ser-
vices. 
  

And here's some more good news:  Those 30 minutes of worship may be short, but they are 
sweet.   Two hymns are sung (hymns by request, no less!),  the Holy Scriptures are read, a brief sermon 
is given, intercessory requests and thanksgivings are shared, prayers are offered, and Holy Communion 
is served around the rail.  A prelude and postlude are played as well, so if music aids you in prayer and 
meditation, you can count on that, too.  Every time I think of this service, I can hear the words of a chorus 
from the Hymnal:  There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, and I know that it's the Spirit of the Lord. 
  

Even a menu of multiple worship alternatives can't address our scheduling struggles unless worship par-
ticipation is important to us; but having a mid-week service does provide flexibility that can be a bless-
ing.  If you've got to work on Sunday, or if you're going to be out of town - or if you'd benefit from a mid-
week spiritual booster! - remember:   Wednesday Worship at noon.  You'll be glad you did! 
  

In Christ, 
Pastor Susan 
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Martin Luther was born in 1482 in Eisleburg, Germany.  In July 1505, Luther joined the St. Augustine Mon-

astery at Erfurt and began lectures on the Psalms in 1513 and the Epistle to the Romans in 1515.  The lectures on the 

Epistle to the Romans focused on the righteousness of God inspiring his ministry that followed. 

 

Lutherôs theology developed, as does ours, over a period of years and experiences.  He believed that the 

Word of God had precedence over everything else.  ñThe Bible is the Word of God because in it Jesus, the Word 

incarnate, comes to us.ò Lutherôs doctrine of Justification was a message of justification by grace through faith in 

Jesus.  This message was a message of Godôs forgiveness. 

 

Two portions of Lutherôs theology that shaped his faith were his Theology of Glory and Theology of the 

Cross.  The Theology of the Cross is the visible source of knowledge concerning God and how He saves humanity.  

The Cross is a visible sign of Godôs love.  The Cross reminds us of the great sacrifice made on our behalf for the sal-

vation of humanity and as Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, ñWhat is costly to God cannot be cheap for us.ò  God is made 

manifest in His only begotten Son in the Gospels and is made known to us through the witness of the Gospel and 

conviction of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Lutherôs Theology of Glory was centered on the passage in Exodus 33 when Moses asked God, ñShow me 

Your glory, I pray.ò  God told Moses that no one could see His face and live, but ñthere is a place by Me where you 

shall stand on the rock; and while My glory passes by I will put you in the cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with 

My hand until I have passed by; then I will take away My hand, and you shall see My back; but My face shall not be 

seen.ò ñAccording to Luther, the theology of glory considered visible creation and the way things worked in the 

world as yielding clues, even if by analogy, as to what God is likeò(Simon Jooste).  The message that later developed 

for Luther was that humans who sought God through His creation and not relying on God Himself. 

 

Lutherôs Theology of the Cross carried his message of Jesusô suffering.  In April 1518, Luther drew up an 

abbreviated version of the 95 Theses that he would later nail to the Church at Wittenberg on October 1518.  The 

meeting at Heidelberg in April 1518 gave Luther the opportunity to present his theology to a larger audience.  At this 

particular meeting, Luther presented 28 Theses with 4 focused on his Theology of the Cross and Theology of Glory. 

 

The four disputations are as follow: 

ñ19. That person does not deserve to be called a theologian who looks upon the invisible things of God as 

though they were clearly perceptible in those things which have actually happened [Rom. 1:20]. 

20. He deserves to be called a theologian, however, who comprehends the visible and manifest things of God 

seen through suffering and the cross. 

21. A theologian of glory calls evil good and good evil. A theologian of the cross calls the thing what it actu-

ally is. 

22. That wisdom which sees the invisible things of God in works as perceived by man is completely puffed 

up, blinded, and hardened.ò 

 

For Luther, it was much better to seek the cross than to rely on oneself.  In the cross, one found salvation in 

and through the body and blood of Christ being justified by grace through faith.  In the glory, one seeing creation 

and its movements led to a man-centered justification.  Thus, a Christian should always seek God by looking and 

relying on the cross of Jesus and the great suffering made on behalf of humanity for the salvation of the world. 

 

 Bryan Huffman 
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Helpers This Month  

 October 2  October 9  October 16  October 23  October 30  

Acolyte  Meghan  
Johnson 

Abby McClay 

Madison Gilgo 
Zachary  
Johnson 

Zachary  
Warren 
Sarah  

Fentress 

Frank  
Fortescue 
Charlotte  
Warren 

Grace Ann 
Marlowe 

Emma Leary 

Altar Guild  Maryanne Brinson, Diane Best, Paula Hodge, Jean Horrell, Denise Brown 

Greeters  
8:30 

Zelda  
Dardzinski 

Linda  
Meadows 

John Harding Peggy  
Cannon 

Olwen Jarvis 

P.D. & Pam 
Scott 

Paul & Sherrill 
Wehrly 

Greeters  
11:00 

Mike & Susie 
Harrell 

Bob & Jerri 
Moore 

Alfred Mayo 
Lois Bell 

Bob & Donna 
Nixon 

Harold & Ann 
Forshey 

Deb Barrett 
Michelle 

McConnell 

Ted & Phyllis 
Burton 

Tom McClay 

Sandy  
Armstrong 

Rachel Todd 
Bea Honnet 

Ushers  
8:30 

Larry Cumbo 
Phil Minton 

P.D. Scott 
Bill Stanton 

Larry Cumbo 
Bob Fish 

John Harding 
Bill Stanton 

Dave Duane 
Dan Jenkins 

Ushers  
8:50 

Paul Tingle 
Dick Peebles 

Sandy & Larry 
Moser 

Phil Swain 
Paul Tingle 

Phil Swain 
Dick Peebles 

Sandy & Larry 
Moser 

Ushers  
11:00 

W.C. Chadwick Sunday School Class 

Lay Readers  
8:30 

P.D. Scott Benny  
Thompson 

Ginny  
Johnson 

Olwen Jarvis Claire  
Hageman 

Lay Readers  
8:50 

Don Loudin Ginny  
Mangum 

Durant  
Mangum 

Denise Brown Carolyn  
Truluck 

Lay Readers  
11:00 

Waid Keene Stan  
Richmond 

Eloise Collins Andy Acasio Stan  
Richmond 

Audio -Visual  
8:50 

Aaron  
Mummert 

Aaron 
Mummert 

Aaron  
Mummert 

Aaron  
Mummert 

Aaron  
Mummert 

Audio -Visual  
11:00 

Stan 
Richmond 

Stan  
Richmond 

Stan 
Richmond 

Stan 
Richmond 

Stan  
Richmond 

Musician  
8:30 

Penny Keene Cheryl Kite Eloise Collins Deanie  
Singleton 
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Why Join United Methodist Women?  
 
You become part of a national membership 
organization that offers: 
* A community of women 
* Spiritual growth 
* A creative and supportive community 
* Education and transformation through 

programs. 
 
You join a million other women in helping to 
support many worthy programs and pro-
jects related to women, children, and youth. 
 

United Methodist Women Circles  
at Centenary  

 
Balko -Gaskill Circle  
 On-line circle 
 

Centenary Circle  
 Meets 2nd Monday of each month 
 at 10:30 AM in the Parlor 
 

Sara Porter -Rejoice Circle  
 Meets 1st Tuesday of each month 
 at 7:00 PM at homes of members. 
 

Susan Miller Circle  
 Meets 2nd Tuesday of each month 
 at 10:00 AM  
 in the Chadwick classroom. 
 
Contact information for any of these Circles 

may be obtained from the church office  
at 637-4181. 

 
You do not have to be a member of  

Centenary UMC to join a Circle  
at Centenary. 

 
 

Join United Methodist Women today!  

Catacombs at Centenary  
Friday, October 28  5pm ð9pm     Saturday, Octo-

ber 29  5pmð8pm 
 

Catacombs is a church-wide project and a tradition 
here at Centenary and in New Bern. We have return 
visitors every year during the Ghost Walk. Lots of 
hands are needed to make the work light for all and 
keep this event alive. Not all jobs require lengthy 
standing or physical stamina, so we can find a spot for 
you. 
 

Please give of your time and talents to help make this 
yearôs Catacombs the biggest and the best. To serve 
over 500 visitors each night requires an all church ef-
fort, so weôll be counting on you. 
Look for bulletin inserts to sign up for 
the job of your choice, or youôre wel-
come to contact members of the 
Helen Morton Sunday School class. 
 

If you are not able to help by working 
at the Catacombs, we hope to see 
you enjoying dinner in the  
Catacombs on Friday or Saturday 
night. 

PrimeTimers Luncheon  
 

Thursday, October 20  
11:30 AM 

Fellowship Hall  
 
 
 

 
     Guest Speaker:  
 
    Kelly Gomez, RN  
     Craven County  
 Home Health Hospice  

 
 

Lunch catered by  
Glenburnie Deli  

 
Menu will be announced later.  

 
$6.00 per person  

 
Sign up on bulletin reservation inserts or  

call the church office (637 -4181) 
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Thru -the-Week School  
In honor of   Given by 
Dawn Ferreira  Peter & Mary Louise Leavitt 
Paula Gilgo  Peter & Mary Louise Leavitt 
Susan Pate Greenwood  
   Peter & Mary Louise Leavitt 
Jason & Joyce Morrisôs 
  50th wedding anniversary    William & Linda Taylor 
 
Benevolence Fund  
In memory of   Given by 
Pauline Robbins          Centenary Circle 
 
Memorial Fund  
In memory of   Given by 
Pauline Robbins  Ann & Ham Sloan 
 
Troop Support  
In memory of   Given by 
Mike Holton           Frank & Dana Crayton 
Elbert Mallard           Archie & Eunice White 
 
Handbell Fund  
In memory of   Given by 
Scott Green       Bennie & Susan Howard 
Scott Green   Cheryl Kite 
 
Ed Guirkins Class  
In honor of   Given by 
Britt Warren   Alfred Mayo, Jr. 
 
Hurricane Repair  
In honor of   Given by 
Centenary congregation  John Howell 
 
F.U.E.L. 
In honor of   Given by 
Bill & Olwen Jarvisôs 
   50th anniversary  Georgie Jackson 
 

Gifts and Memorials  

 

Centenary Thru - the - Week School  has a few open-

ings left for the 2011/2012 school year.  If you, or 

someone you know, are interested in preschool for 

your child, please contact Katherine Muse at the 

church (637 -4181) or at home (514 -2541).  For 1 year 

old children we offer several options in our Motherõs 

Morning Out Classes.  We also offer 2 -Day, 3-Day, 

and 5-Day classes for 2, 3, and 4 year old children. 

Registrations will be accepted on a first come first 

serve basis.  

 

 
 

October B.L.A.S.T Schedule  
 

Wednesdays  
Meal served at 5:30 PM  

Fellowship Hall  
 

Adults ð$5.00      10 & under ðfree 
 
 

Menus  
 

October 5ðpasta with sauce, salad, garlic bread,  
                        dessert prepared by the  
                             Aldersgate Community 
 
October 12 -baked spaghetti, salad, bread, cake  
                         prepared by CentYouth 
 
October 19 -Shepherdôs pie, salad, pumpkin muffins,      
                       fruit, éclair cake prepared by  
                           Dawn Ferreira. 
 
October 26 -Fall Festivalðhot dogs, chips drinks 
                         Food and fun supplied by CentYouth       
                            and Thru-the-Week School 

 
 
 

Sign up on the bulletin inserts. 

Thank You  
 
I cannot begin to adequately express my appre-
ciation for all the cards, and expressions of 
sympathy extended to Jim and me upon the 
death of my son, Scott. I have always known 
that Centenary is a loving and caring community 
and to have been a recipient of the outpouring 
of Christian love has been so uplifting to us at a 
time of great sorrow. Thank you for all you have 
done. 
  Jan & Jim Gronosky 
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 HELP.  Volunteer bus drivers and volunteer trip leaders make this 
program a success.  Planning for next yearôs trips has started so if youôd 
like to be a volunteer trip leader or bus driver (Class C license), contact 
Marcia Richmond at 633-5570 or MarciaR1749@suddenlink.net.  Think 
about whether you have time to lead 1 or 2 trips per year.  We always 
brainstorm trip ideas as a group, so you will have help.  (Without volunteer 
bus drivers, we will be forced to pay commercial drivers, which is a signifi-
cant cost increase.  If you are willing to take the Class C driving test, the 
church will pay for your license.) 
 
Who is eligible to go on a Primetimers trip?   Anyone 55 years and older 

who will fill out a medical emergency form.  You donôt need to be a member of Centenary or any church; 
you donôt need to be a female or İ of a married couple.  In other words, ANYONE is welcome!  Bring 
your smile and come and enjoy some good Christian fellowship.  Some trips require walking while oth-
ers donôt.  Donôt sit at home by yourself; come join a fun group who goes on outings monthly. 
 
Give a big round of applause to the church member volunteers who make Primetimers happen monthly.  
We couldnôt do it without them.  This year help came from church bus drivers, Andy Acasio, Jimmy 
Collins, Dr. Bob Whitely, and Joe Hudson.  Trip leaders were Marcia Richmond, Stan Richmond, Mary 
& Jim Florence, Mac and Joan McClellan, Liz Dorsey, Larry and Nancy Gilliam, Joan Novak and  
Dee (who also updates the bulletin board), & Howard Smith. 
 
Nov. 15th  - Lake Road Winery - tour of the production area and of course a wine tasting.  We will be 
eating lunch (Dutch Treat) first at the Chelsea (11 am) before loading the church bus for Newport.    The 
cost of the trip is $15.  Checks should be made out to CUMC, with memo line, Primetimers and sent to 
Liz Dorsey, 126 Norbury Drive, New Bern, NC  28562 by November 1st.  Bus departs Centenary at 
12:30 p.m.  Sorry, no reservations can be accepted without payment.   No refunds can be given on day 
trips, substitutions that you get are okay.   We only have 28 tickets and it is first come first serve, so 
don't wait if you plan to go along with us on this tour.  If you have any questions you can reach Liz Dor-
sey on 638-6429 or by email on dorsey0672@aol.com. 

Dec 4thï Craven Community Chorus Sunday matinee at Orringer Auditorium and Dutch treat dinner 
afterwards.  This Christmas concert features a performance of Rutterôs, Magnificat. Several church 
members sing in this concert, so youôre sure to know some of the performers.  Save the date now.  
Look for details to follow by Trip Leader Dee Smith, 634-3192. 

Stop Hunger Now Event  
Saturday, November 5     1:00 PM  
Trinity United Methodist Church  

 
Join the Faith Connection of local churches, as we work together to help feel the Hungry of the World. 
Youôll be assigned to a team to pack, sort, box, greet or further assist in the process. 
 
Needed:  male or female to lift 50 lbs off the truck for set up at 11:30 AM 
Needed:  males or females to lift 32 lbs for lifting the boxes of food bags on the truck 
Needed:  males and females for the event operation at 12:30 PM 
Donations are very welcome. Make checks out to SHN. 
Volunteer names and donated monies needed by October 23. 

 

Contact Connie Whitney at 633-1931 or lncwhitney@gmail.com 


